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and we could not ask anyone to do so, in
view of what has transpired. Given good
administration there is a wonderful future
before this country. Our revenue last year
amiounted to SY2 millions, avu our railway
results were further evidence of tile buoy-
aney of the country. When producing in
a country of distances like ours we must
have cheap railway freights or our indus-
tries will be hampered. We can never
have cheap heights and dear coal, such
as we nlow have. I am told that we arc
paying 6s. per ton more for Collie coal
than it is worth, as compared with the
Eastern States coal.

Hon. J. Ewing: That is not so. Who-
ever gave you that information is wrong.
You must attack something.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: Why did the ship-
ping people of England put hundreds of
thousands into Collie coal? Did they do
it for the benefit of Collie? They put it
there to help to secure contrl Of the coal
of Western Australia.

Hon. J. Ewing: They have not obtained
control.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: Yes.
Honl. J. Ewing: You do not know every-

thing.
Hon. J. J. HOLMES: This State is pay-

ing 6s. per ton more for its coar than it
ought to be paying. The object is to en-
sure that mien and boys shall receive a
pay they never earn. Having received
that pay they proceed to squander it:' Will
the hon. member denly that in Collie there
are three established bookmakers, and that
every pay day the town is radiant with
bookmakers ready to help these half-grown
boy' s to spend their money?

Honl. W. H. Kitson: Do vou suggest
they are getting too much?

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: Yes. Too much
of anything is too much.

Hon. E. H. Gray: Do you sug-gest they
are all gamblers in Collie?

Hon. J. 3. HOLMES : Let the bon.
member go to Collie.

Hon. E. H. Orayv: I have been there.
The proportion of gamblers is very small.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: The Government
claim they are out to do the right thing
and to tackle all these questions.

Hon. A. J. H. Saw: They will have spin-
ning jennies down there if you give them
all this information.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: I am now showing
what they ought to do, and I shall be

calling round next session to know what
they have done. Reference has been made
to reductions in railway freight. A more
farcical proposal was never putl before
intelligent people. The Glovernment have,
reduced the freight on cigarettes 5s. a ton..
Will any member tell me how much per
cigarette that represents? Absurdities of
that kind bring governments into dis-
repute. If they want to foster the agri-
cultural industry let them reduce freights
on commodities essential to it. and let the
b~oy who wants to smoke cigarettes pay
the extra -is. per tonl. I wish once more
to thank the Minister for the North-West
for the generous help he has extended to
that part of the State, and the promises
that I am sure lie wvill fulfil. Apart from
the appalling position of affairs that was
allowed to exist in the city recently, the
Government have done well. With these
remarks, and reserving to myself the right
to freely criticise the Government if I so
desire, I support the motion.

On motion by Hon. A. Burvill, debate
adjourned.

House adjourned at 8.58 p.m.

leiiiative Eserblp,
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The SP'EAIKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS (2)-NORTH-WEST.

Cotton, Ratoo".

-. r. COVERLEY asked the Honorary
Minister (Holl. S. W. Munsie) : Is he
aware that the conditions governing ratoon
cotton are entirely unsuitable to Kimberley
conditions?
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H~on. S. W. 31U-NSIE replied: The only
conditions governing ratoon cotton are in
resl~ect to the approved advance of 3d. a
pound against ratoon seed cotton. The
question of amiendin g these conditions is now
under consideration.

Tropical Adviser.
Mr. COV'ERLEY asked the Minister for

Agriculture: 1, Is it time intention of the
Government to til1 the vacant position of
Tropical Adv iser for the North-West? 2,if
so, when will applications be called for?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
replied: 1, The question of the appointment
of a tropical adviser is at present receiving
consideration. 2, Answered by No. 1.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On motion by Mr. Richardson, leave of
absence for two weeks granted to 'Mr.
Teesdale (Roebourne) on the ground of
ill-health.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.

Sixth Day.

MR. A. WANSBROUGH (Albany) [4.;37]:
I desire to congratulate the Member for For-
rest (Miss Holman) on her maiden speech
in this House. I also desire to congratulate
Mtinisters on the successful results of their
first year of office. The financial achieve-
ment, I am sure, is most gratifying not only
io hon. members but also to the general pub-
lic. It has heen said that there was a small
carry-over from the previous year; but that1
I understand, is both customary and un-
avoidable. On behalf of the Albany people
I wish to express my best thanks to the
Minister for Railwatys and Justice for hav-
ing purchased Albany woollen materials for
the different departments under his control.
Outside firms, I regret to say, are not giving
the Albany Mills that credit and that en-
couragement which are due to them. Further,
I have to thank the 'Minister for Works for
the consideration he has shown in the alloca-
tion of Federal and State road grants in my
electorate. Thanks are due also to the Min,-
ister for Agriculture for the assistance he
has given in the development of experimental
plots in my elcorate, and I hope his efforts
in that direction will continue. I regret,
however, that the hon. gentlemen has decided

to go no furt;.er with the experimental plots
at lMarbellup. That is a retrograde step,
and the plots are reverting to a state of
nature. A little additional consideration in
that direction would result in benefit not only
to the district but to the State as a whole.
Last evening, during the speech of the mem-
her for Frenmantle (M1r. Sleeman), 1 was
pleased to hear the 21inister for Justice in-
terject that it was his intention to afford
Sergeant Anderson an opportunity of re-
butting charges which have been made re-
flecting on his reputation. 1 am sure that
the news will he welcome to the officer in
q~leStiu. Turning to the Governor's Speech,
L am pleased to note that a new migration
ag-reement la been entered into with the
Federal and imperial Governments, and that
g-reater benefits will be derived from that
agreemecnt, the terms being much more Ad-
vantageous. 'To my mind, lnigration and
hand settlement are essential to this young
State if, as true Australians, we desire to
build up here a nation worthy of the British
namIe. I am glad that land settlement con-
tin nes to advance satisfactorily, and also that
'he MNinister for Lands is giving close atten-
tion to the light lands problem. T would
suiggest, to him that east of the Great South-
'Trr rilwafy and south of Katanning there
are hundreds of thousands of acres of light
lands, capable of producing oats, sheep and
cattle, and that on the west side, south off
Cranbrook, tlhere are similar acreages avail-
able for selection. Further, there is a fine
belt of country on the Frankland River,
and iii my opinion it is a great mistake
iliat that country was not takeni for g-roup
settlement. The grouips could have' beeu
established on the banks of the river at
much less cost than that involved in the
present groups.

Mr. INlaley: The land might have been
much easier to clear.

Mr. A. WANTSIROUOH: Yes. It is Open
jarrab country.

Mr. Barnard: Perhaps it is not worth
clearing.

Mr. A. WANSBROUGII: RieforestatIion
has emerged from the experimental stage,
and T sincerely trust that in connection
with it there will be no backward mov-e. I
trust the Forests Department will give due
corIidem alien to pine pilantationis in mx'
electorate, where there are many thousands
of acrnes of kaneraroo grass Hlats which are
quite capable of growing pine. T do not
gather from the Governor's Speech what are
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the intentions of the Governiment in regard
to railway construction. T desire to bring to
the Premier's notice the long-standing pro-
mise of the construction of the Denmark-
Nornalup railway, and I hope the hon. gen-
tleman will make an announcement regard-
ing that line. I also hope that the Premier
will agree that the Railway Advisory
Board should inspect and report upon
the land l'orderiug- the Wagin-B3owelling
line and lying between Young's Siding
anid Uwellingop, the claims of which
wvere recently placed before the Deput~y
P'remnier by- ai deputation. Further, I
trust the Premier will agree to the obtaining
of a report on the country lying to the north-
east of Albany in the direction of Newde-
gate. -Now I come to the question of a grav-
ing dock for Albany. Like the members for
Fremiantle and Bunbury, I am hopeful that
something will be done in that direction.
The Government will, I trust, co-operate with
the Federal autlhorities so that finality may
be reached. I have here a letter addressed by
the Defence Department to the Federal
Treasurer, under date of the 24th June
last, which I propose to read to the
H~ouse-

With further reference to your letter of 9th
June, 1925, enclosing correspondence received
from Mr. Arthur Wansbrough, Secretary, Albany
Ratepayers' Citizens and Vigilance Committee,
relative to the establishment of a graving dock
at Albany, I desire to inform you that this depart-
ment is fully alive to the importance of the S.W.
of Australia as a focal area in the oversea trade
routes, Docking facilities in this locality would,
under war conditions, be of strategic value to the
Royal Australian Navy, but the primary purpose
would necessarily be for the use of commercial
shipping. Consequently, the construction of the
dock cannot be recommended at the present
juncture as an urgent naval necessity entitled
to priority over other measures now under con-
sideration. On the other hand, the provision of
these facilities on the part of some other authority
or private party would be enthusiastically wel-
comed. I should be glad if, should this suggestion
receive consideration, the Defence Department
could be consulted in due course so that naval in-
quirements might be met as far as practicable in
the proposed equipment.
I hope the 1'reader will gAve consid-
eration to the question. 1 will not szay
that Albany is entitled to a graving dock,
any- iore than is Bunhury or Fremantle; I
urn prel ared to leave that to the Government.
However, to inc the delay in this matter has
been too long; it does not reflect credit on
past Ad i inistrat ions. I am pleased to note
tlhat dnr:ng the session we shall be asked to
-iAe (on.;ideration to many urgent mleasures,

such as agricultural water supplies, main
roads, and the marketing of produce. All
these matters are urgent and will have nmy
ful -I iti-pport. I regret. that no menition was
made in the Speech of long service leave for
railway employees, and I trust that before
the session is over a measure providing that
relief will lie brought forward. I regret also
that no mention appears in the Speech of
the proposal subdivision of the lands of the
State. During the recess I have travelled
over the whole of my electorate and several
of the adjoining divisions, and have found
hundrerds of thousands of acres non-alienated
and simnlly providing breeding- grounds for
all kinds of pests.

Mr. Lindsay: Wh~at do you suggest as a
remedy?

Mr. A. WANSBROIJGII: Subdivision
and closer settlement. Those lands are cap-
able of carrying 10,000 settlers. I refer to
that belt of country between Albany and
Newdeg-ate, and Damnnosa and Forrestana.
There are there hundreds of thousands of
acres in a rainfall of f rom, 14 inches up-
wards, and within 200 miles of King George's
Sound, one of the finest harbours in the
world. In quality the greater portion of
those lands is equal to anything we have in
the State for wheat, oats, fodder, sheep,
cattle, dairying, and fruit. It is only because
of our centralisation policy and our apathy
that those lands still lie idle. I hope they
will be opened tip by railway communication.
Within the first 90 miles from Albany there

aire soine 300 settlers comp-elled to cart their
produce 30 or 40 or 50 miles to the railway.
They have pioneered that country, and it is
about timne that consideration was given to
them in the way of railway communication.

I have here a ;amuphlet on the 'Northern New
Statesi movemient. This 1-aniplilet has beun
compiled by Dr. Earle Page, M.LI.R., and
Afe.sr!. M. F. Bruxner, I). H. Drummond,
R. S. Perdriau, W. Bennett, E.S. (Carr, and
F". Chaffey, Msc.L.A., and Mr. A. J. Pollack.
T 1l'nN"e to read from it as follows:-

INTRODUCT'ORY.

"The Northern New State movement offers
the most direct method of securing economy in
government, of increasing production, of attracting
ppulation and at the same time solving its con-

siui Na difculties by securing to a national
government the control of national resonrces
and placing the control of local resources into
local hands."

229
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The most striking feature of Australia to an
intelligent visitor is the immensity of the capital
cities when compared with the population of the
country.

The example of New South Wales caused the
Prince of Wales to exclaim on his recent visit,
"I am amazed that one-half of the population of

New South Wales is in Sydney."
In the territory of roughly 3,000,000 square

miles is a population of 5,200,000, and over 2,000,
000 of that population is packed in six capital
cities, leaving barely 3,000,000 to peopie the re-
mainder of the continent and engage in primary
production.

The conclusion of the war finds Australia con-
fronted with a public debt of £E800,000,000, or
about one-half of its estimated wealth. The in-
terest on this approximates £40,000,000, or £8S per
head, or say £32 for a family of four. The taation
to carry the government expenditure and this
huge interest burden, is stupendous, and it is the
duty of every citizen to demonstrate how it can be
lightened. There are only three ways. Economy
in government, increased production and increased
population.

Economy in government to be of any value
must be something more than a reduction in
departmental expenditure or the dismissal of a
few employees. It must be a real economy, that
will marshall the whole of our resources, eliminate
waste and secure the maximum efficiency.

Increase in population would have an im mediate
effect in lightening the incidence of taxation per
head. If our population is doubled the debt per
head is automatically halved and the interest
burden is halved too for each individual.

Increased population will also relieve the position,
improve the national credit and enable a lower
interest rate to be procured.

Governmentai Failure.

How can these desiderata, be attained ? It is
obvious that the present governmental provisions
do not secure them. The cost of government
soars higher and higher. Immigration is at a
standstill, or if it comes, stays in cities. Primary
produation is stationary or retrogressing On the
back of rural Australia the bulk of th taxation
burden has always been placed and rural Australia
realises that it must have control of its own des-
tinies to face these problems. and it has come to
the conclusion that the general extension of the
Northern New State movement offers the most
direct method of scuring economy in government,
of increasing production, of attracting population.
and at the same time solving its constitutional
difficulties by seuigto a national government
the control of naioa resources and placing the
control of local resources into local hands.

In Australia two special causes of the high cost
.,f government exist. First, there is a duplica.-
tion of State and Federal governmental activities
in many subjects of legislation and administration,
sad secondly, inefficient, unintelligent admjinistra-
tion is inevitable owing to the large size of most
of the Australian States. As a. result, in the remote
psa-ta, lessened production ensues from failure to
provide proper facilities of transport, etc., and
population of course naturally follows expenditure
and the facilities it provides.

The sub-division of Australia into agrae
number of sell-governing ae"s approxiately
equal in size, wealt and population, will diminis

their relative importance to the Commonwealth
and enable a proper differentiation and their res-
pective functions to be made, so abolishing duplica-
tion, and permit attention to the whole area.

The Overgrown City.

In New South W~ales, for instance, we havea
terrItory grate in extent than France or the

GemnEmpirin Europe before the war, with
natural resources equal to if not preater than any
other country of equal extent in the world, yet
nearly half the population is concentrated in one
city, and that, from a productive point of view,
the poorest part of the State. In addition, the
population of this great city is i ncreasi ng at a rate
vastly greater than the rest of New South Wales.
It not only absorbs the whole of its natural increase
and a great part of the natural increase of the
country districts, but as well absorbs 85 out of
every 100 immigrants who come to this State.
This phenomenon is unique in Australia among
all countries of the world. What is its causeI
Its cause will be found in the history of Australia
by which unwieldy, unequal and unnatural sub-
divisions were created, and in these subdivisions
the political power of the capital has unscrupu-
lously manipulated public funds to continually
provide increasingly attractive facilities in the
capital as compared with the country, and to con-
centrate the trade of the whole State in the metro-
polis hy unnatural railway systems.

An Unneturo2 Railway System.

Reference is made later to the fact that the
political capital need not necessarily be the com-
mercial capital of a State, but, indeed, it may be
put in stronger terms, as a principle that in a
country such as this the commercial capital ought
not to be the political capital because where poli-
tical power is combined with commercial suprem-
acy the danger will always he that the political
power may be used to advance the commercial
interests of the centre at the expense of the remain-
der. And that precisely is what has happened
in Sydney. The political power has been un-
scrupulously used to that end. A glance at the
map on page 22, showing as it does the railway
system of this State, will in part indicate how this
was done. Every line of railway has been designed,
not with a view to develop the country, but to
insure that all trade shall go to Sydney, and this
policy has been carried in at least one instance
(that of the Murwillumbab-Tweed Heads connec-
tion, which should have joined the New South
Wales and Queensland systems) to the length of
ignoring the scrap of paper and breaking the
pledged word of the New South Wales Government
to a neighboring State which had honorably per-
formed its part of the contract. Not only were
the railways so designed but in their adininistra-
tion they were deliberately used to crush out all
competitors, and by a system of differential rates
trade was diverted from its natural channels.
Notably is this the ease in New England, where
rates were deliherately fixed to kill the trade to
the North Coast ports, to which naturally it he-
longed and where it had always gone in early
times; and now to prevent the natural flow of
trade, to Southern Queensland, of which this area
is the natural granary ; or, again, as in the case
of Newcastle, whose trade was by the same system
diverted to Sydney.
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How Sydney i. Boomted.

But the manipulation of public moneys to con-
struct railways to Sydney is not the only way in
which the artificial growth of that city has been
fostered. Apart from moneys for railways and
properties transferred to the Commonwealth,
the State had borrowed, up to June, 191$, £44,000-
000. Of this, in round numbers, no less a sum
than £2,000,000 has been spent in and around
Sydney for almost purely local purposes (which
Melbourne provides in large part for itself). If
a line is drawn from East to West midway between
the 32nd and 33rd Parallels of latitude, New South
Wales is divided into a northern area of 180,000
square miles, and a southern area of 130,000
square miles. In the former or larger portion the
whole expenditure on railways since the beginning
of responsible Government totals £21,000,000,
and in the lesser, which includes Sydney, totals
M6,000,000. Apart from railways the estimated

expenditure on public works in the Northern por-
tion is £5,000,000, and the Southern, still including
Sydney, £52,000,000, At the same time the North-
ern area, the State statistician tells us, has contri-
buted in the past over two-fifthsi of the total land
revenue of the State, and is at the present time
contributing over one-half. When we look at
these figures and remember in addition that the

greatrpt of the revenue from every source from
whc h= ountry is being drained is being spent

in Sydney, need we marvel at Sydney's growth?2
And how well the system is being sustained ? Even
at the present moment when the ordinary sources
from which money is obtainable by the State are
closed, attempts are being made to commit the
country to a vast expendituret for Sydney works
of a purely local character, works which are not a
necessity even to Sydney, but merely a luxury,
viz., the city underground railway and its co-
rollary, the North Shore Bridge.

How Country Districts Suffer.

These figures in themselves, without probing
any deeper, supply a sufficient answer to those
who suggest the present as on inopportune time for
the North to secure control of its own affairs and
if more reasons were needed, the comparison of
the history of Australian Government with that
of other countries will prove conclusively that the
only method whereby the two vital needs of Aus-
tralia as a whole-increased production and in-
creased population- can be supplied, consists in
the general movement for subdivision into work-
able areas, of which this Northern movement is
the logical expression. This lavish pouring out of
moneys, of which the State and the State's re,
sources ame drained, amply explains why 85 out of
every 100 immigrants, whose passages the country
generally has paid, prefer to remain in Sydney
where employment with high wages abounds,
where all the delights and pleasuires and comforts
that the whole reources of the State can supply are
found. And while the artificial progress of Sydney
is thus being mnaintained, need we wonder at the
general discontent which prevails thoughout the
State ? In every country district it is the same.
By bitter experience, the conviction is forced on
all alike, that the country is bled that Sydney may
flourish ; stock may starve because trucks cannot
be provided to carry them fodder;- but £10,500,000
can be provided during war time to Improve
Sydney's local services. And so it goes on.

The Only Remsedy.
Remedies ame suggested. We hear of Country

Parties, decentnlisation. etc. Such expedients
are foredoonmed to failure because they a- fund.
mentally wrong. They do not strike at the root
of the trouble, the domninance of the capital. We
cannot have a successful Country Party because, the
country is split into other parties which control
the political machine, whilst Sydney interests .11
the time dominate the whole. The attitude of
Sydney towards dectentralisation is well shown by
the evidence given before the Decentralisation
Commission by the then Chairman of the Sydney
Chamber of Commerce in 1912. He was opposed
to opening new ports as they would injure the
trade and business of Sydney. As to decentralisa-
tion generally, he franky said it woo a mere poli-
ticians' cry, raised as a political expedient. What,
then, is the remedy ? Can it be doubted that it
lies in subdivisions and self-governament, local con-
trol of local resources and development ? That
this is so and the time ripe for it will convincingly
be shown in the following pages, in which an,
attempt is made to collect some of the startling
facts and deductions which point unerringly to
euch conclusion.

That article well describes the position in
New% South Wales, but similar condition.,
also prevail in Western Australia. Our
railways and roadways all lend to the city
as do those in New South Wales. Rail-
way rates, too, though disguised to conceal
the fact, bear in the same manner as do
those in New South Wales. Queensland
Las found a remedy in opening up all
her poits amid building- railways running
at right angles to the coastline, thus pro-
viding shorter routes and cheap rates.

Mr. Lindsay: That was done becfore the
Labour flovernment took office there.

Air. A. WVANSBROIYJH: Not tit all.I
hope the Labour Government in this State
will followv Queensland's example.

The Minister for Railways: Our railways
connect up the ports.

Mr. A. WANSBROVGH: Hunt they have
been built to divert trade from its natural
ports. The Wagin-Bowelling line of 73
miles was built to divert trade from the
Al bany zone.

Mr. Stulbbs: No, it was built to open uip
a big tract of eon ntr 'v.

Mr. A. WANSHROUGH: The receipts
fromt that line to-day do not pay for axle
grase.

Mr. Stubbs: That is not correct.
Mir. A. WVANSBfIOUGiH: I can prove

it. The State built that 73 iniles of line
to reduce freights by 17 miles.

.Ar. Stubbs: It is earryin-- wheat from
Lake Grace to Bunbury.

Mr. A. WANSI3ROUGH: Of course.
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Mr. Stubhs: That is the nearer port.

Mr. A. WANSBROUG-: It was merel y
a diversion of trade. I slhould like to quot"!
further from this pamiplet, as follows:-

A comparison of the various railway systems
of the Eastern Australian States furnishes at once
the reason for their capital's abnormal growth.

Victoria has 4,380 miles completed or under
construction, all converging in Melbourne, which
oonsequently holds 46 per cent, of the Population.
Dlespite their difference in size the railway mileage
is practically the same as New South -Wales.

In New South Wales, at June 30, 1920, with
three-and-a-half times the area, there were opeaed
for traffic 6,015 miles of railway, while 622 miles
webe under Construction, a total of 5,637 miles of
line, and practically all converging on one port.
Sydney, as the Government Statistician, in his
opening remarks of his 1920 Year Book, says:
Sydney has 40 per cent, of the population of the
State.

In the same time, Queensland, eight times as
big as Victoria, had only opened for traffic 5,612
miles of railway, 693 miles were under construction,
and a length of 1,227 miles had been authorised
by Parliament; in all, 7,532 miles. In addition,
400 miles of private and municipally-owned lines
were open for traffic.

Qucendand's Decentralisaton System.
Because Queensland's system, however, gives

access to no less than eight ports (the Lines being
-built at right angles to the coast and into the heart
of the country, with the object of providing as
cheap and direct a route as possible for the products
of the interior). Brisbane has 20 per cent, of
the population of the State. How this system
contrasts with the New South Wales railway policy,
by which the origin and terminus of all lines, no
matter how long and costly the journey or how
circuitous the route, is the one and only port of
Sydney! True, the Northern and North-western
systems touch at Newcastle ; but even here a
system of differential rates, diguised in the form of
a gradual but substantial decrease in freights
according to the mileage travelled, operates in the
direction of drawing the trade of the extreme
North and North-west past Newcastle to Sydney

Mr. Sampson: I am told that the popu-
lation of Brisbane has (doubled in the last
15 veal's.

Mir. A. WANSBROUOH: I am quoting-
from a recent report. That extract sliows
that New Soith Wales has 47 per cent.
and "Victoria 46 per cent, of its population
in th~e capital city. In Western Australia
48.2 per cent, of tlie whole population is in
the capital city, while the mileage of rail-
ways, not including the Midland line, is 3,620.
Last week I asked the Minister for Railways
the following 1 uestion:

1, Do the Government intend to review the
differential rate system now applying over our
State railways on primary products grown within
the State for overne ? 2. If an, will each sea-
port receive its geographical trade ?

The reply was not quite wvhat I expected,
but it w-as somewhere near the imark. The
Minister for Rlailways replhed:-

1, No differential trade system of any sort is in
existence on the Government railways, but if the
hon. member refers to the carriage of primary
products for overseas to other than the nearest
port, the reply is that this question has been under
Consideration with a view to applying higher
freight charges to such traffic than those applying
when consigned to the nearest port. 2, Further
consideration will be given this matter when the
next revision of rates is being dealt with.

When the, rate hook is Studied, as I have
studied it for the last 30 years, it reveals
somec astounding fact.. For the edification of
mIemblIers rejprcsenting- the primary produc-
ers, 1. shall quote instances to show how the
rates apply. Before doing so, let we refer
to the statemnent wade last night by the maci-
her for Pingelly (Mir. Brown) that very Little
wheat was grown in the Albany zone. That
is incorrect. About 5090,000 bags of wheat
was produced in the Albany zone last year,
and more will be produced this year.

Air. Latham; Most of that was required at
the Katanniug mill.

Mir. A. WANSBROUGI{: Approximatel y
100,000 bags a year goes to the Katanning
mill. Let me quote the rates applying to the
three different ports, Fremantle, Albany and
Bunbury. The mileage from Ongerup, which
is in the Albany zone, to Fremantle, is 323,
and the rate per ton of wheat is 20s. 3d. The
mileage from Ongerup to Ilunbury is 244,
and the rate is 15s. 8d. per ton.
From Onerup to Albany is 147 miles,
and the rate is 12s. 6d. per ton.
Pingrup is also in the Albany zeo. To
Fremnantle the distance is 296 miles and the
freight 19s. To Bunhbury it is 217 miles and
the freighbt is 14s. 8d. and to Albany, 175
miles, and the freight 13s. 4d. It will be
notit ed 1by these figures. for which I vouch,
that it costs the producer at Ongerup 7s. fid.
per ton to ship his wheat via Fremantle
more than it does to scnd from Albany. If
the producer shipped from Bunbury it would
cost him 4s. 7d. more than Albany.

Mr. Stubbs: Why do they not ship fromn
Albanyl

Mr. A. WVANSHROUGHi: I cannot ex-
plain that. There is one of those little rinrs
at work. From Ongerup it is 106 miles
nearer to lBunbury thans it is to Fremantle,
207 miles nearer to Albany than it is to
Fremantle. and Albany is 120 miles nearer
than' it is to VPunbury. Pingrnp is 70 miles
nearer to Bunbury than Frernantle and 120
wiles nearer to Albany than Fremantle, and
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Albany is 41 miles nearer than is Bunbury.
Last year the production from the zone,
which did not include Lake Grace, was a
little over 30%,000 bags. Of this 100,000
hugs were put in to the Katanning mill and
6S,000 were shipped via Albany. I thank
the inember for iKatanning (Mr. Thomson)
for the assistance he gave me on that occa-
sion. With regard to the gristing of flour,
the Katanning mill takes approximately
100,000 bags a year. The mileage from
Katanning to Fremantle is 236 miles and the
rate apl lying is 15s. 4d, per ton. To Bun-
bury it is 1511 miles and the rate is 12s. l0d.,
and to Albany it is 116 miles and the freight
is Us. 7d. Bunbury is 80 miles nearer than
Fremantle and there is a saving of 2s. 6d.
per ton. Albany is 120 miles nearer and the
saving is 'is, 9d.. and Albany is 40 miles
nearer than Bun~bury and the saving is Is.
3d. For the first 116 miles the rate is 11s.
7d. per toti, but for the additional 120 miles
to Fremantle it is 3s, 9d. per ton. Yet there
is said to be no differential rate applying in
this State. No wheat and no grist have
been shipped at Albany for the past six
years, with the exception of the small con-
signment I have mentioned. Wheat' has been
hauled to other ports at the expense of the
producer. If it costs an extra 7s. to rail to
Fremantle, the producer is losing that
amount. The same thing applies in a lesser
degree to Buinbury.

Mr. Stuhbs: Arc the handling facilities
g-ood at Albany-!

Mr. A. WANSBROUOH: They are equal
to any port in the State.

Mr. Lindsay: Why does the producer elect
to pay the higher freight to F remantle?"

Mr. A. WA'NSBROUGH: He has to do it
uinder the system existing to-day.

Mr. Lindsay: Are there no ships calling at
Albany to take the produce away?

Mr. A. WANSBRO1UGI:- We have the
ships calling daily asking for loading, and
yet the freight has been taken past the port
of Albany and sent to another. I do not
complain about Bunbury or Fremantle re-
ceiving their natural dues, but we should not
have rates differentiated in the direction I
have indicated.

'Mr. Lindsay: Does this not apply all over
Australia?

M1r. A. WYANSBROUGH: I suppose so,
but I want members opposite to wake up to
what they are paying. The expenses en-
tailed upon the producer are very consider-
able. I wish to quote the mileages and rates

to show the detrimental effect the diferential
rate system appertaining on our railways
has upon the State finances and the primary
producers, for the purpose of bolstering up
centralisation and vested interests. Although
I sit as a Labour member, the greater part
of my eleclors are farmers and 1 have to do
justice to themn.

Mr. Lindsay: They are the backbone of
the country.

MUr. A. WAN2SBROUGH: Let me in-
stance small truck loads or small consign-
ments. A merchant at Albany can buy at
('rassmere, nine miles from that port, a 5-ton
truck of 1potatoes. The freight on that truck
would be equal to 2s. 6d. per ton and the
actual freight on the 5 tons would be 12s. 6d.
If a greengrocer went out to Orsasmere and
bought 2 tons, of potatoes he would have to
load the potatoes into a truck and pay freight
at the rate of 4s. 24. per ton plus 4s. hand-
ling- charges.

Mr. Lindsay: Because he has not a full
truck lot.

Mr. A. WANSBROUGH: Yes, and the
freight hie would have to pay would be 16s.
4d. on the 2 tons.

Mr. Lindsay: That applies to everything
all over the State.

Mr. A. WANSBROUGB: Yes, it is the
differential rate system that is at fault. I
agree that the Commissioner should receive
handling charges, but why should be charge
so much more upon a couple of tons of pota-
toes than he charges a man who takes a 5-
ton lot? The muan who buys a 5-ton truck
saves 3s. l0d. per ton as against the man
who buys a 2-ton lot. Now we come to the
livestock rates. I think this will. tickle the
fancy of members opposite. Say a farmer
buys a pig at Beverley from a farmer at
Narrikup. The distance is 214 miles. A pig
in a crate weighs 260 lbs. the rate is 2 d.
per mile with a minimum of £2 4s. It costs
to take that pig from one place to the other
£2 7s. with the addition of Js. for freight
on the crate. If a butcher at Beverley bought
12 sheep or 12 calves of pigrs lie would apply
for a truck which might have to be hauled
120 miles in order to supply the order. The
freight on the 12 animals would be only £2
451.; therefore, the truck lot costs less than
one pig in a crate.

Mfr. Lindsay: The idea is to have a lot of
pigs.

Mr. A. WANSBROUGH: Yes, the big
man gets the benefit all the time. Let me
take another example. Patti-son & Sons of
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Torbay have a bacon factory and buy all
the pigs in the district and tarn them into
bacon. To show how this rate affects the
swnall man I will give another illustration.
Paterson's huy one pig f rom a fanner at
Rronkup siding, two miles away. The pig
weighs 260 lbs., including the crate,
and -the freight is 7s. 6d. They may then
buy from another farmer at Iforton's siding
three miles away, and the freight is the same,
just as would be the ease if the pig were
bought from Bornholm siding, five miles
away. So it goes on until thbe distance of 35
miles is reached. The big men can buy 15
pigs at any siding within 30 miles and pay
only 16is. 8d. on a half-truck. Again, the
department may haul an empty truck per-
hiaps 100 miles in order to supply the order.
The man who buys three pigs has to pay
22s. 6Id. for 5 miles.

Ron. Sir James Mitchell: The Govern-
mient have been in office 18 monibs; why have
they not attended to that!

Mr. A. WANS BROUGHt I do not blame
the Minister for Railways. The man who can
buy in half-truck lots pays only 16s. 8d. for
30 miles of transport. Now lut me take full
truck lots. Two farmers, say, at Cranbrook,
have four bullocks each and want to send
them to the Mlidland salcyards. They have to
order half a truck each and the freight on
the two half-trucks is £5 3s. 8d., or a total of
£10 7s. 4d. The Commissioner reserves the
right to supply only one truck for the two
orders.' If a butcher went to Cranbrook and
bought eight bullocks and transported them
to Midland Junction his freight would be
only £7 15s. 6d. Why is there this difference
of £2 lls.l0d.?

Bon. Sir James Mitchell: Ask the Min-
ister.

Mr. Withers: It is the advantage of the
Coalition.

Mr. A. WANSBROIJGH: It is the ad-
vantage of the differential system.

The Minister for Railways: It is leek of
co-operation between, the two people con-
cerned.

Mr. A. WANSBROTJOJJ The officers of
the department would be there to see that
the two men did not use the one truck.

The Minister for Railways: No fear!
Mr. A. WANSERODORF: Otherwise it

would be done over and over again. The
officers have to look after their jobs. It is
gratifying to know that our railway system
is paying its way. Much has been said to
the credit of the Commissioner, but not much

credit has been given to the rank and file,
who deserve it. Much has also been said in
support of the appointment of the railway
commercial traveller. I do not know the
gentleman in question, but I jail to see bow
that appointee can make gou'd. Take the
rate book and the regulations. How is that
man going to work? He is tied hand and
foot by red tape, and cannot get away from
it. There have been too many appointments
of this nature during the last few years.

The Minister for Railways : He can get
away from it all right,

Mr. A. WANSBROUGH: He has no
right to get away from it.

The Minister for Railways: Oh, yes.
Mr. A. WANSBR QUGH: He must be

bound by the rates, and regulaitions. Why
should he be given a free hand and a free
leg?

The Minister for Railways: No fear, he
can report to the Commissioner.

Mr. A. WANSBROUGHi: That woucd
mean reflecting upon the other officers.

The Minister for Railways: No.
Mr. A. WANSBROTJGH: It certainly

would.
The Minister for Railways: The Conmmis-

sioner has no time to be running all over the
pla ce seeing to these things f or himself.

Mr. k. WANSBROUlIGH: I know that,
but after a long experience T. say that the
appointment does not reflect upon the pre-
sent officers or the capacity of the adminis-
trative staff. We have traffic inspectors, dis-
trict sup~erintendents, transport officers, sta-
tion masters, and foremen and now, after all
these years, we are appointing a man as a
commercial traveller. If the officers are not
capable of carrying out their duties, it is time
we had a good dlean up.

The Minister for Railways:, They have
their own work to do all the time.

Mr. A. WAN SBRQUGH: That is so.
The M1inister for Railways: And they are

pretty busy1 too.
Mr. A. WANSEROUCH: These officers

are tied down by the rates end regulations
and cannot get away fronm them, The Com-
missioner and I are the best of friends and
I have nothing to say against him, but I do
hold that these appointments are of no use
to the country.

The Minister for Railways: We see re-
suits for them.

Mr. A. WANSBROUGH: I hope the Min-
ister is right.
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Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Do not attack
the Minister any mnore; he has had enough!

Mr. A. WANSBROUGH: I am not at-
tacking the Minister.

Mr. Lindsay: He deserves it.
Mr. A. AN SBROUOH: 1 hope the

Minikzter will be canny in regard to future
appointments of this kind.

The Minister for Railways: Canny, all
right.

Mr. A. WANSBROUGH: 1 now wish to
refer to the writing down of the Agricul-
tural Bank debt. During my many trips in
the country I have come across several aban-
doned holdings. Upon inquiries I found that
the holdings could have been reinhabited had
the inspector in charge of the district been
given more latitude.

The Minister for Ra-ilways: Then he is
tied up by red tape, too?

Mr, A. WVANSBROUGll : Yes, lie is;
there is no doubt about it. While we have
regulations and red tape the officers cannot
get away from it. However, these hold-
ings are returning to nature and the dis-
trict is retrogressing. I found that many
of the people there were unable to meet
their obligations. I do not blame the
settlers themselves, but blame the officers
of the past, men of inexperience, who
recommended loans up to £2,000 to enable
people to go into country that had not
been cleared or even *pioneered. I know
of one instance where in 1911 land was
classified as first class and selected at 18s'
an acre. Money -was advanced up to £2,000,'
but in 1920 a reclassification of that
particular land resulted in its being
pronounced third class at 3s. per acre.
While that reduction took place no writ-
ing down of principal followed. In
one or two instances settlers have ex-
pended their own capital on their holdings
and one man spent tip to £7,000- Yet to-
day the officials take that man by the
shoulders and put him out. Men who
pioneered the country in 1910 and 1911
are entitled to better consideration than
they aire receiving to-day- If the Premier
would like to have names and particulars
I am prepared to place the full facts be-
fore him and I hope that should he go into
it he will see that a little conisideration is
given to these men.

M&. SAMPSON (Swan) (5.33] : The
practice of speaking on the Address-in-
reply debate is a very old custom and it is

one that we would regret to see dis-
continued. The opportunity afforded mecm-
bers is of distinct value. Very often, I
know, the debate and the time occupied
by the speeches of members is severely
criticised by various people as being a
waste of time and moucy. 'Nevertheless it
is an obligatioii upon members of Parlia-
ment to deal with various matters that
cannot he properly discussed under any
other heading. I recognise that in putting
forward one's views on so many subjects
is not alwvays easy. Russell Lowell wrote-

Our whitest pearl we never find;
Our ripest fruit we never reach ;
The flowering momenta of the mind
Drop half their petals in our speech.

Iamu sure we all regret the absence of
yourself, MrI. Speaker, from your seat
on the floor of the House, particularly
during the Address-in-reply debate. Those
"flowering moments of the mind" never, in
your speeches, so far as my knowledge
goes, "dropped half their petals" in your
words. Members have on all occasions
experienced great enjoyment in listening
to the eloquent words falling from your
lips.

Mr. Chesson: You must be expecting a
lot of latitude this session.

Mr. SAMPSON: Still, halting or flaw-
ing, stammering or eloquent, the ground-
hungs of our elocutionary school must do
our best.

Mr. Chesson: WVhat are you leading up
to!I

Mr. SAMPSON: When the member for
Cue (Mr. Chesson) proceeds with his
speech, I shall readily he prepared to take
a back seat. There are many subjects
covered in- the Governor's Speech that call
for comment, and one to which I think
reference miay properly he made is the
Premier's visit to the Old Country. I re-
gard it as a very proper custom that on
the accession to office of any Premier, no
matter to what party he belongs, he should
visit the Old Land. It is a great privilege
to do that, and no one, I am sure, would
be more appreciative of the opportunities
thus presented than the Premier. We were
all delighted to welcome him back again,
and, although he did not bring back as
much as we hoped, there were promises
made that possibly may develop into
actualities. We are able to enidorse the
statements made that to borrow money at
a time when the money market was not
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favourable, would be an unwise procedure.
The new, migration agreement has been re-
ferred to, and the fact that improved
arrangements have been made is a matter
for general congratulation. Every person
within the confines of the State as well as
of the Commonwealth is indebted to this
great scheme. I have never hesitated to
say that while there may be mistakes in
admninistration, tine great idea at the back
of tL~e group settlement scheme is one that
must ultimately and, I hope in the not
distant future, redound to the advantage
of us all. With others, including, I believe,
a giest majority of the people, I deeply
regret the attitude of the Royal Commis-
sion in their report upon the group settle-
menit scee. The Commissioners admit
that the scheme is a complete departure
from. land settlement under Agricultural
Bank conditions. ]t was essential that it
should Le so. past experience has shown
that the settlement of the South-West
offers special difficulties and it was only
the establishment of a new scheme in which
there should be freedom of action un-
trammelled by precedent, that was calcu-
lated to lead to success. Under the
scheme, according to the report of the
Royal Commission, "the group settler is
denied the right to select his land or even
choose his locality." There are many
statements in the report of the Royal Corn-
mission that can be criticised very
properly, and that is one of them. Howv
a group settler could be expected to
prop~erly select his land or eve!) choose the
locality is difficult for me to say. Group
settlers come in most instances from over-
seas.

Air. A. Wansbrough : The places are
selected by' the departmental officials and
thenr drawn for.

Air. SAM1PSON : If the bon. member
studies the report hie will find that th
Rloyal Commissioners say that the settlers
have "no opportunity of exercising initia-
tive." He will read that the settler is
"apt to set his pace by that of his neigh-
bout, realising that only one-twventieth of
any) extra effort directly benefits himself."
He will also find that it is stated that the
settler "is trying out the land at the risk
of others," and that the settler "may
leave the group at any time with only
trifling loss to himself." The Commission
evidently overlooked the fact that those
on the group were paid sustenance that

represented about two-thirds of the amount
usually paid for this class of work. Con-
sequently, in carrying out the operations
at that rate of remuneration, it must be
admitted that those settlers saw that in
this work'they were acquiring the land for
themselves. That instances are to be
found where men or families have not
taken advantage of the opportunities
should form no ground for the general
condemnation contained in the report.
The Commissioners also state that "it
would appear that the capacity of the
settler, under the group schenme, has been
greatly over-estimated." That is an un-
warranted libel on these people. I have
met men and women on the groups, and in
mst instances 1 contend they are capable
men and women. They do not claim to
be supermen and women, but they have
energy, industry and capacity. The Corn-
mission also state that "the scheme as
applied to migrants, was launched without
proper preparation." The w"hole thing,
according to the Commissioners, is sur-
rounded by gloom, lack of organisation,
and so on. The Commissioners also say
that the agreement "bears the impress of
undue haste." That refers to time agree-
ment between the State, Commonwecalth
and Imperial Governments. We remember
the remarks made %by the Minister for
Lands and we know the impression our
p~eople have made. Then we are told by
the Commission that "too much has been
attempted in too short at time." That is a
staggering indictment.

Mir. Lindsay: The evideuice shows it, and
that is what the report is founded on.

Mr. SA'MPSON: The hon. member will
be sorry in future years that he ever
attached his name to the report. He will
he ashamed of being one of those who cast
doub~t ont this ver y definite and magenifieent
attempt to populate the South-West. Does
the hion. member rearlise the years that
have passed since the country was flrve
settled by white people, and the very small
advance that had been made in the Sout i
West? Has lie gone through the country
with his eyes open?

Mr. Lindsay: Have you read the evidence?
Mir. SAMPSON: Is it necessary to r_ c

the evidence? I Lope I shall never read all
of it. To do so would he to surround my-
self with an atmosphere of poison gas.

Air. Lindsay: Do you understand thit
the evidence is not given by the nnembars,
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of the Commission, and that the group
settlement officials prepared the evidence?

Mr. SAM1PSON: I have a good deal of
Ivtjpt'A Lot the inem'oer fur Toud~ay (A.
Lindsay) but I1 positively doubt his judg-
mnent, particularly seeing that he has
signed this report.

The Minister for Agriculture: Has he not
mnore experience than you; has he not more
knowi edge?7

Ur. SAMPSON: The Minis~ter wilt surely
not identify himself with this pessimistic re-
port. I have been through the groups and
have talked to the men and women there.
The 'Minister for Agriculture, than whom
there is no one more anxious to see the South-
West developed, surely believes with me that
group settlemient iS jLustified.

Mr. Liindsay: Why not quote the evidence
and then show that the report is wrongl

INIr. SAMP'SON: The statement has heen
made that too much had been attempted in
too short a time. But let me ask for how
many years tlhe land in the South-West has
remained dormant. And let me remind
inembers that we are importing most of
our dairy products from the Eastern States.
The report goes on to refer to the fact that
at the start the groups were composed of
settlers drawn from the agricultural ind-us-
tries and from amongst those who desired to
become farmers and that it was reasonable
to expect that those people would have done
their utmost to establish themselves. I can
recall that only a few hours since the mem-
ber for 'foodyay (Mr. Lindsay) interjected
that had he gone onl the groups he would
have heen travelling Lte country with his
swag oil his back.

Mr. Lindsay: I did not say anything of
the kind. The Leader of the Opposition re-
marked that I could not earn 7s. a day and
I replied that if I could not I would carry
my swag.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: I said nothing-
of the sort.

Mr. SAMIPSON: It was clear to my mind
that the member for Toodyay said that had
he gone on the groups he would have been
,carrying his swag in place of occupying a
position of comparative comfort.

Mr. Lindsay: I have adready denied that
statement and it is not right that you should
repeat it.

Mr. SPEAKER: The member for Swan
must accept the assurance given.

Mr. SAMPSQN: Certainly. I am glad to
have the assurance that he did not say what

I attributed to him. We are told further
that the settlers' outlook is a wages one only
and that therefore they have no interest in
keepinug down cost.;. I ques.tion the senti-
ment at the hack of a statement such as that.
I question seriously whether the wages men
are generally imbued with what is suggeste4
in tIhat sentence. The settlers' interests are
those of men who later on will secure pos-
session of blocks and work them for the
benefit of' themselves and their families.
That paragraph in the report is a
gratuitous insult to those termed wages
men. We are told further that the wives
of th~e migrants may ultimately force the
settlers off the land, My experience of the
women onl those groups prompts my sincere
admiration. They are earnest and hard
working, ever anxious, ready and willing,
and are giving their husbands in a great
majority of cases their utmost support.
Then the report goes on that a large number
of the settlers are taking no interest in their
holdings. According to the report these
dreadful people seem to have lost all sense
of decency. The Commisssion tells us that
the settlers are apparently disinclined to
work for more than eight hours for which
they receive sustenance payment. Does that
paragraph refer to the majority of the
settlers, or only to some of the settlers? I
think we can accept it as indicating the
group settlers as a body. Then, further, we
are told that the evidence shows gross mis-
management with -regard to the methods of
clearing.

IMr. Lindsay: Does not the evidence show
that?

'Mr. SAMPSON: The report altogether is
an1 unfortunate one. There is hardly a
glimmer of hope throughout this massive
work; the printing of which I find cost ap-
proximately £310. The member for Toodysy
has asked me whether f have rend the evi-
dence. I think we miffht jointly and sever-
ally offer a prize to anyone who will go
through such a mass of evidence.

-Air. Lindsay: Then you agree that you
have not read the evidence, and you con-
demn the Commission's report.

11r. SAM1PSON:! I regret that such a
pessimistic report should ever have been
published. There is not a ray of light to
illumine the darkness of the report. There
is not even an attempt at faint praise.
Everything is gloomy and black and appar-
ently the whole position is hopeless.
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The Premier: The Commission say they
reported on the evidence.

Mr. Lindsay: It was open for anyone to
give evidence.

Mr. J. H. Smith: None of the old settlers
gave evidence.

Mr. Lindsay: They did. You have not
read the report

ANir. J. H. Smith: I have read every line
of it.

Mr. SPEARER; Order! The interjee-
tions must cease.

A~r. SAMPSON: Perhaps it was a coinci-
dence that the newspaper report gave a
summary of what the official document would
contain.

The Minister for Agriculture: The South-
West conference was substantially correct.

-Mr. J. H. Smith: Absolutely wrong.
Mr. SAMPSON: There are certain re-

commendations attached to this remarkable
report. One is that in view of the large
amount of State funds involved, group
settlement be suspended until it has been de-
termined that the group settler is able to
pay interest on the advances required to es-
tablish him. Suppose the Premier were com-
pelled to adopt the recommendations of the
Commission. Would there not be other pos-
sible results to be considered? Are not
enormous benefits going to be secured from;
this scheme when it reaches a degree of ma-
turity. The Leader of the Opposition said
he would like to have seen the members of
the Commission doing the work that some
of the group members had done during the
last few years in the South-West and Mr.
Lindsay added that he wvould still be
carrying his swag.

Mr. SPEARER; The hon. member must
not refer to another hon. member by name.

Mr. SATPSON: I apologise. I doubt
whether the hon. member would still be
carrying his swag. In my opinion he would
have made a success of anything he might
have undertaken down there. It is a pity
that he did not take up an area in that dis-
trict. Had he done so I am convinced that
we would not have been able to point to him
as an example that others might have pro-
fitably followed.

Mr. TLindsav': The Leader of the Opposi-
tion s~aid that members of the Commission
could not have done as much as; those on the
croups.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Nothing of the
sor-t. I said that I would have liked to see
vom n -v"ig down there.

Mr. SAMIPSON : The report contains
another recommendation, and I must
acknowledge that many people will sup-
port it. M21embers w~ill recall an informa-
tive address delivered by the Minister
for Lands in connection with group
settlement. On more than one occasion
he stated that the piece work system
was that which should be adopted. I
know that that viewpoint is not always
adopted by the party to whichl the Minister
for Lands belongs, but there arc many in the
State w'ho favour its general adoption where
possible. The report recommends that the
whole work of preparing farms be com-
pleted by piece work. I congratulate the
Commissioners on including that para-
graph.

JAr. Sleeman; There is sonmc good in
them after all.

Mr. Lindsay: That suggestion was made,
because thle evidence Justified it. Why not
quote the evidence?

The Premier: Piece work has been in
vogue for many months.

Mr. SAMPSON: The hon. member would
suggest that any development outside the
wheat area is not justified.

Mr. Lindsay: Is that in the report2
Mr. SPEAKER: I ask the member for

Toodyny not to interrupt.
Mr. SAMPWSON: The ineiber for Tood-

yay knows that man does not live by bread
alone. We cannot rely on the wheat belt
entirely. We must produce our dairy
requirements. This scheme will enable
that to hie done. Every citizen of the
State is concerned in the ultimate success
of the scheme. You, Mr. Speaker, and I
equally, and every other member of this
legislature and every other person in the
State, fire interested. Those who say they
believe in the scheme know that if it
is not the full success that it is hoped and
expected to be, they will in mart have to pay
the loss arising. I am delighted to know that
the migration activities are to continue. I
am sure the Minister for Lands and the
Leader of the Gloverunent realise that ex-
cessive imports represent an unsafe policy.
We want to see the country !)opulated, be-
cause we know that under present conditions
the great empty spaces of Western Australia
are a constant menace to the State and to the
Commonwealth. Before leavingp the subject
of migration and group settlement, I desire
to refer briefly to the trouble that occurred
some years ago as to land sales at Gosnells.
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In that connection there is a large area of
land which has never been disposed of. Some
of the land sold was partly paid for, but
i some instances, it hais been daeno credit

was given for amounts paid. So a difficult
position was created as to the titles which
some purchasers are now anxious to secure.
I would suggest to the Minister for Lands
that consideration be given to the matter. I
have good reason for saying that the land
in question can be purchased at a remark-
ably low figure. It seems to me that a
group settlement could be well established
at Gosnells, which is handy to Perth. The
settlers would have some sort of a market
immediately.

Mr. Panton: What would they grow!
Mr. SAMPSON: Citrus and stone fruits,

and vegetables.
Mr. Panton: Vegetables! The grower of

vegetables now canaot get a crust.

Mr. SAMPSON: I think tim suggestion
worth looking into, though I know that the
lot of the vegetable grower is a difficult one.

lHon. WV. D). Johnson: Whjat is the area of
land available?

Mr. SAMPSON : Three or four thousand
acres. I believe the suggestion to be prac-
ticable. If, on examination, such is found
to be the ease, I hope a group settlement
will be established in the Oosiiells district. A
matter associated with the South-West is the
South-West Co-operative Dairy Products
Ltd., that being the new name of the
Bunbury Co-operative Butter Co., Ltd. The
company is a very ' rgesv concern in-
deed, and proves not only thm: co-ol erative
companies can achieve a large measure of
success but that the South-West is eminently
adapted for the production of the pastures
which are essential in dairying. The
company's report for the last six months
shows a profit, after providinz for deprecia-
tion, of £2,414. The turnover for the six
months amounted to £85,326. For the 12
months the turnover was C66,470, represent-
ing an increase on the previous 12 months of
£C3,177. I would not have referred to this re-
port but for the fact that the member for
Bunbury (Mr. Withers) has already spoken.
The time at that hon. member's disposal on
the day of the opening of pairliamnent was,
however, very limited. I would not like it to
appear that I am trespassing on his pre-
serve.

Mr. Sleeman: Ta there no imported butter
in that quanatity?

Mr. SAMPSON: No. The company buys
butter fat from all the surrounding districts.

Mr. Sleeman: And imports it also.
Air. SAMPSON: 1 amr endeavouriag to

deal with the matter in a serious way. I
am not referring to a Fremantle question,
but to the outstanding success, achieved by
this company. The quantity of cream re-
ceived during the period of six months was
371 tons, for which the sum of £23,199 was
paid, an average of is. 3.4d. per lb. of butter
fat; 197 tons of butter was maufactured, as
compared with 162 tons for the correspond-
ing period of the previous year. The posi-
tion is a most satisfactory one; and while it
goes far to show what can be done in this
area under proper management, it also indi-
cates the qualifications of those who are at
the head of the company's affairs.

Air. Withers: More could be done if we
had cheaper power.

Mr. SAM~vPSON: Certainly. That perhaps
is a matter which the member for Collie
(Mr. Wilson) will deal with. Undoubtedly,
cheap power is required in Bunbary.

Mr. Taylor: You will have to get cheap
coal before you can get cheap powver.

Mr. SAMPSON: The chairman of the comn-
T aty is Mr. C. L. Clarke, and associated with
him on the directorate are Messrs. A. F.
Clifton, J. G. Fry, S. C. Rose, 11. H. Rose,
and N. M. Brazier, and the lHon. Edwin
Rose, M.L.C. For many years Air. Edwin
Rose acted as chairman of the company. The
fact that he was absent from the State dur-
ing a considerable part of the time tinder re-
view aiccounts for his refusal to allow him-
self to continue as chairman.

The Premier: I believe that much of the
success of the company is due to the exten-
sive manner in which they have advertised.

Mr. SAMPSON: I acknowledge that they
realise the value of publicity. There, of
course, they stand on the same ground as the
Premier.

Mr. Sleman: What papers do they adver-
tise in?

.Member: The "Primary Producer.''
Mr. SAMPSON: All members, I hope, who

know Runbury, read the "Bunbury Herald."
However, I do not know that it is in order
for me to refer to a newspaper, however
famous it might be, during the course of
these remarks. The secretaryof the company
is Mr. H. F. Johnston, but more than to
anyone, perhaps, a tribute should be paid
to the manager, Mr. J. RI. Strong. A quan-
tity of new plant has been instalfled, thus
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reducing the labour required as far as pos-
sible. The equipment of the factory is thor-
oughly up to date, and I am told that in
point of modernity it compares with the best
factories on the north coast of New Soith
Wales. In view of the development going, on
in the South-West, it will not be long befr
the factory requires additional accommoda-
tion and equipment. We were all delighted
to know of the splendid increase in the wheat
yield last season. The quantity, amounting
to approximately 24,000,000 bushels, is an-
other step towards the proving of the state-
ment so often made, that in the compara-
tively near future Western Australia will
become the largest wheat producing State in
the Commonwealth. I am sure the Treasurer
will agree with me that the financial position
as disclosed at the end of the last financial
year is attributable to the results of land
development. May I briefly give the figuires:-
for 1021-22 the deficit amounted to £732,000,
for 1922-23 to £405,000, for 1023-24 to
£220,000, and for 1924-25 to £59,000. The
improvement for the year 1922-23 was
£E326,000, for 1023-24 it was £176,000, and
for 1924-25 it was £170,000. Next year I
hope we shall not have to refer to a deficit
at all. I trust that then it will be entirely
wiped out. Members on this side of the
House are anxious, as far as their power ex-
tends, to help the Premier in that wvay. Per-
haps I may be permitted to refer to a remark
made by the member for Pingelly (Mr.
Brown) regarding the great difficulty exper-
ienced by him in his endeavours to secure
small grants which were urgently needed.
Whilst I earnestly hope that the deficit will
be entirely wiped out, I nevertheless would
remind the Premier that small sums occasion-
ally provide a great convenience to the
public and also render possible increased
development and material reduction of the
cost of production. Although the present
wheat yield is so satisfactory, there will be
an even larger yield this season, if the rains
fall at the right time. That being so, we
must proceed to that often discussed question
of unutilised lands. The matter has fre-
quently been discussed in this House, and we
have dealt with it in Closer Settlement Bills,
which, however, have failed. Unutilised lands
should be forced into productivity. We
should see that the farmers do not have more
-land than they can properly handle. There
I am with the member for Toodyay (Mir.
Lindsay,) who says that 1,000 acres of wheat
land, properly worked, is sufficient. When

I find that hon. member, himself a wheat
grower, expressing such sentiments, I feel
quite safe in endorsing them.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 pmr

Mir. SAMPSON: The utilisation of all
lands in the agricultural areas is admit-
tedly of very great importance, particu-
larly so when we realise the additional
miles of railway that, because of the non-
utilisation of country already served, have
still to be provided. The subject is a
difficult one but, after all, diffeulties are
made to be overcome. It is urgently im-
portant to the welfare of the State that
this problem should be solved. Forestry
matters are now engaging attention all the
world over. It is realised that, with the
general shortage of timber, there is great
need for afforestation.

What does he plant who plants a tree?
He plants cool shade and tender rain,

And seed and bud of days to be,
And years that fade and flush again
He plants the g-lory of the plain;

He plants the forest's heritage
The harvest of a coming age ;

The joy that unborn eyes shall see-
These things he plants who plants a tree.
What does he plant who plants a tree?

He plants, in sap and leaf and wood,
In love of home and loyalty

And far-cast thought of civic good-
His blessing on the neighbourhood

A nation's growth from sam to sea
Stirs in his heart who plants a tree.

The growth of Australia depends largely
on its timber supplies. Unfortunately
those supplies are gradually being reduced,
and, in consequence, Governments and
other authorities in all countries of the
world are turning attention to afforesta-
tion. Tremendous quantities of timber are
used annually, and according to expert
opinion the v isible supply will not last for
many more years. In Victoria there has
been an awakening of the forest conscience
and in the schools there is teaching iii
respect of this matter. Its importance
cannot be over-estimiated. In New Zea-
land, too, similar steps have been taken
and great progress made. Although New
'Zealand in parts is very fertile, still there
are hundreds of thousands of acres of land
of but little use save for forestry purposes.
When in New Zealand I1 noted some of the
work being carried out. A company has
been formed down there through which, by
the payment of a small sum, a large return
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is assured. The production of timber oP
a commercial scale is a sound proposition.
fPortuntately in this State we have i& Mir.
Kessell, the Conservator of Forests, one
-who is thoroughly itubued with the right
gospel in respect of forestry. I hope memn-
bers will give their consideration to the
importance of seeing that this State does
not lag behind in the provision of timber
by means of affo rest ation. Far too much
money [eaves our shores for softwoods.
WVe have areas of eountry of a nondescript
character that would be eminently suitable
for the production of soft woods. Work
in this direction would result in a payable
proposition, and I hope that when the
Estimates are framed special consideration
will be given to the importance of2. thi
matter by the provisioni of additional
funds.

The Minister for Railways : Where is
this country?

Mr. SAMPSON: There is a big tract
between Bassendean and the seaboard, and
there is another great tract in the Darling
Ranges. Moreover, 1 understand there are
other large areas of Crown lands suitable
for the production of timber.

The Minister for Railways : That has
not yet been demonstrated.

Mr. SAMPSON : We can demonstrate
by odd examples how pinuIs insignis and
other softwood timbers wvill grow even in
close proximity to the city, and we can see
avenues of trees at Wattle Grove and at
Maida Vale. At Mlaida Vale there are two
fine rows of pines that were plan ted some
20 years ago by Mr. James Goateher. They
have made splendid growth aind in a com-
paratively short time they will be suitable
for commercial use. Their growth goes to
show that the conditions of climate and
soil are quite suitable for the propagation
and development of this class of tree. In
Victoria Mr. W. W. Gay, B.Sc., is giving-
special attention to afforestation matters
and has issued an informative booklet.
Primarily this booklet is for the instruc-
tion of children, but all must be made to
realise the importance of this subject. I
am pleased that the Glovernment have ex-
tended the electric cables into the outer
suburban areas. Electricity is of the iut-
most rerrice. to the producers, And while it
i s not at present possible to secure essen-
tial extensions, I hope that early provision
will be made for those extensions 'in

anticipation of the additional machinery
that is about to be installe d. The State
savings Bank provides a splendid. avenue
for the securing of money for the use of
the Treasury. Unfortunately the ccm-
modation at the head office of the State
Savings Bank in 'Hay-street is quite in-
adequate to the requirements. If we coin'-
pare the building with those in which the
savings banks of other States are housed,
the comparison will be very much to the
discredit of our own State. There is in
the Hay-street office insufficient room, and
the consequent congestion must mean that
a great deal of business has to be taken
elsewhere. Earlier in the eventing I was
reminded by the Prxemier of the advant-
ages of publicity. 1 maniy be pardoned if
I suggest that publiiiy might well be used
in making more widely known the facili-
ties provided by the State Savings Bank.
Many people are unaware of the fact that
deposits in that bank are to the advantage
of the State. Accordingly the transaction
of business with that bank has never been
regarded in a patriotic light, as it should
be. Every resident of the State Nluo has
a savings bank account should have it in
the State institution, so reducing the diffi-
culties of the Treasurer by affording him
the use of money at a low rate. Again,
there is the establishment of agencies in
country towns. There is difficulty to he
overemre, but that diffliculty could be
wniiimised it greater consideration were
given to it. In South Australia the Com-
mnissioniers controlling the State Savings
Bank spare no effort in nmaking known the
facilities that exist for the due investment
of the people's saving-s. We might well
do the same. Also, in some of the larger
provincial towns we might erect suitable
buildings for the housing of the bank staff
and the carrying on oF the bank's busi-
ness. You, Sir, I am sure, would feel
that any -remarks on the Address-in-reply
which did not contain a reference to prison
reform would be wanting. Nowadays it is
generally recognised by those who take any
interest in prison reform that to secure the
best results prisons should be conducted on
lines, not of a punitive, but of a reformative
nature. In the past many prisons were
neither deterrent nor reformative. To-day,
happily, there is a new spirit abroad and
the old idea that education of the prisoners
was a mistake has passed away. It can be
fairly Rsted that that error does not exist
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to-day exe1~t in ill-informed circles. In the
old days discipline consisted of punishment
and repression. The one viewpoint was that
prisoners must be controlled. Undoubtedly
discipline is essential if we are to secure the
reform necessary. But there are other
things. In New Zealand great progress has
been made in this direction. The Dominion
has taken up the establishment of prison
farms. Various holdings in hoth the north
and south islands have been taken over
and developed. At Templeton, near Christ-
church, an area comprising 800 acres of low-
value land was placed under the control of
the prison authorities. A number of prison-
ers were put to work on it, and to-day that
area, which in its virgin state was of practi-
cally no value, is worth not less than £20,000.
it is not fair, of course, to consider the
monetary value, liecause tile value that roust
accrue as a result of the proper employment
of prisoners cannot hie assessed in pounds,
shillings anid pence. The sate custody of
prisoners versus the mental outlook is a
subject of interest. The work being per-
formed in the New Zealand institutions is of
gereat value. Another instance of prison re-
form is provided near Invercargill. There
prison labour has created an asset valued at
between £60,000 and £70,000. The produce,
mostly butter fat, fur the year just ended
represented a value of £7,349. I~n road
making, too, prisoners perform useful ser-
'-ice. 'When I was in the Dominion I went
through the Rotorua district, and from
Tokeanot to Waimarino the main road was
being constructed by prison labour. It may
be said that such work should he done by
free Jabour. A full answer to that conten-
tion is that the amount of road work calling
for attention in this Stafe, and I dare say in
most of the other States, is perhaps a
hundredfold greater than the funds that can
he provided to carry it out. No real argu-
ment cani he advanced against prison labour
being utilised in this way. At Mt. Eden,
near Auckland. metal crushing works arq
operated by prison labour and the annual
sales of metal approximate £15,000. These
are some of the things being donein New
Zealand, and there is in addition that great
spirit of prison reform which is having its
effect in rehabilitating and refitting for civic
life men who perhaps by mischance have
found themselves imprisoned. Wbatever the
reason, there is a great need here for prison
reform and I am sure you, Mr. Speaker, will

agree that the tume is overrijpe for something
to he done, In addition to agricultural work,
road making and metal crushing, the prison
authorities in New Zealand undertake cloth-
ifig. hootmak-ing, concrete tile and brick
making. Tai the dlays prior to the adoption
of the present methods a large number of
warders and guards were necessary. In a
work entitled "Evolution of New Zealand
Prison System " I read-

The management of the New Zealand prsn
durinig the past few years has been on entirely
different lines. None of those connected 'with the
management !,!nce 1909 has posed as a heaven-
born reformer. Knowingly, we have followed no
other system: we have merely tried to manage
the prisons and the people in them on common-
sense lines. The tree-planting system amply
demnonstmated the fact that at least 75 per cent. of
the average prison popuelation were norml-or,
at all events, sufficiently normal to be treated
much in the same way as any ordinary body of
free mnen could be treated-with this advantagce,
that we had full control over the men, and could
enforce discipline when discipline was required.
A very large proportion of those who become
inmates of lulsons would not offend against the
law if they possessed a - apacity for work. It,
therefore, becomes obvious that the very best
reformative agent that can he employed is work,
and -plenty of it. provided it is of a reasonably
interesting and reproductive nature, and is as
far removed as possible from the treadmill-like
tatsks of the past.

The payment of wagges to prisoners to sup-

port dependarN is another phase of this
,work which has been adopted with grat
success. The same writer states-

Tn 1920 there was inaugurated one of the most
important departures that has e-ver taken place
in prisons' administration either in New Zealand
or elsewhere. In the Budget of that rear it wa,
announced that, owing to the economic advance
that had been made in the manavemnent of the
.Prisons, the production of a substantial revenue
where formerly there was no revenue at all-the
healthy growth. in fact, of our agricultural and
works piolicy, and the demonstration of the earn in g
power of the prisoners of the State-the Govern -

meat had decided to pay a small wage to p.11
prisoners who prior to their committal had wives,
families, or others dependent upon them. The
amount to he paid was at the rate of qR. per day,
or ifis. 6d. per week, to the dependants of such
prisoners, rising in the third mnonth to El 2P. 6d.
per week. The regulations providing for this
payment and the rules governing the payment
became effective as from the 1st January, 1q)21.
The amount per bead may seem small, hut care
had to be taken at the inception of the scheme
that the burden on the taxpayers was not unduly
heavy, or the scheme mnirht readily have broken
down of its own night. Even at the rates fixed
the cost to the Prisons Department now averages
about £5,000 per annum, the total amount actually
paid out to prisoners' dependants between the
lst January, 1921, and 31st March, 1923, being
E10,469.
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Alnother. extract states:-

Every man setting a sentence of 12 mnonths. or
more is given an opportunity of stating his ease
for retissioa to the board, either verbally or in
writing. Each case is carefully considezed on its
merits, with all possible information regarding
every man's past history, criminal or otherwise,
his conduct and industry while in prison, and the
possibilities with regard to his probable chances
of rehabilitation if released, Even the question
of employment after release is investigeated, and
instructions under that head given to the pro-
bation and departmental olucers and others who
interest themselves in the after-care of released
prisoners.

1 tealise that money will be necessary to
e,ia'lish a prison farm in this State hut I
amt con, zace] it would be a very tyke thing
to d o. There is no need to purchase im-
pioved property. Virgin land could he taken
lip, cleared and developed by the prision
lat ,our which at present is held in compara-
tire idleness in the Freinantle Gaol. During
the last few weeks I visited the Eastern-
States and while in Brisbane I bad an
opportunity to go through the Boggo-road
Glaol. this gaol is well conducted, as -I be-
lieve prisons in Australia generally are. But
in Queensland they have not the diffliculty
to contend with that we have. Here the
difficulty is to secure suffieient work to keep
the prisoners in the workrooms employed.
In Brisbane theyv are more fortunate. There
is amiple work for the prisoners and in my
opinion the prisoners must be vecry much
the better for that, because in place of comu-
parative idleness they have ample work to
do. They are thereby enabled to exert their
talents and improve their qualifications, so
that when they are released, they are cer-
tainly no longer the menace they would other-
wise be, but are better fitted to carry out

work because of the habit of work engen-
dered by the reformatory system. In New
South Wales, too, great progress has been
made. There they have two prison camps,
one at Enmu Hay for agricuiltural work, and
one at 'l'iincurry onf the north coast, where
afforestzation in the shape of pine planting is
carried ouit. 1 hope that we in the near
future will inaugurate similar work in this
State. The menace arising from the holding
of prisoners without giving them an oppor-
tunity, to work is wvell know,,. I hope the
'Minister in charge of the department will
persevere, and at the earliest possible mo-
un will provide a prison farm in this
State. T rez-ret to note the number of un-
employerd at the present time. It was par-

ticularly patent Wn mie On My return to the
S tate rerenltly. Every day I have been up-
Iroatrhe 1 in regard to securing positions for

different men who, I amt sure, are an-,ions
t-i o'tainit ork,. The difficulty of unettiploy-
muent is more or less prdvalent in every State,
but 1 think it is miore pronounced in West-
ern Australia at the present time than it
has been at this season of the year for some
time past. I read in the newspaper a little
while ago of at system whereby unskiilled
workers would he given opi,,ortunity to learn
a trade. I quote from the newspaper report
the followin-

In the House of Coammons Mlr. Furrest drew
attention to an experiment in Australia for giving
unskilled unemployed men a training of three
months in bricklaying in technical schools and
the starting of classes fuor plasterers, lie suggersted
the aduptiou- of simtilar methods in Great Britain.
Sir 'Kingsley Wood (Parliamentary Secretary of
the Mfinistry for Health! said that the Government
was aware of the experiment, lie added that
schemes for special training were being considered
in connection with arrangements in the building
industry to increase the supply of skilled labour.
T he opportunity may be found of helping
unskilled wvorkers in this way. The matter
of State tradinr- is still with us and the posi-
tion is unsatisfactory. It has always been a
pernicious or wrong uise of Governmental
principles that trading should he carried on
by the State. During my visit to Queens-
land I noted fromn a report which appeared
in the morning Press of Brisbane that the
Government had written down the capital
cost of certain public enterprises by
£800,000. Had they been private concerns
they -would have been hopelesslyl bankrupt.
I refer of course to Queensland undertak-
ine, s. It is another indication, and there are
many, that State trading is usually costly.

MAr. Taylor: A1nd bad in practice.
Mr. SAMPSON: Yes. The results are bad

and the system is bad in principle. The
work of Ministers and members of Par-
liament can be more properly occupied in
giviuz attention to legislation, and leavingp
tradine matters to he attended to by
those who are in business. Fruit mar-
keting- and its difficulties 'is a sub-
ject that is always with those who are en-
gaged in that particular industry. T regret,
as no doubt other members do, that the Com-
mittee of Direction which is operating in
Queensland, has suffered a setback. The High
Court decided that it was ifleenl for the
Committee of Direction to attempt to con-
trol marketing so far as inter-State trade
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was concerned. The decision arrived at by
the High Court has meant that some phases
even of the intra-state trade were illegal.
This was the opinion of the judges,
but it is worthy of note that the
Chief Justice stated' that while Section 92
of the Commonwealth Constitution Act prea-
cluded the control of marketing so fat' as
Interstate trade was concerned, in respect
of trade within the State it was competent
for an Act to give control. The court de-
cided that the power given by the Act had
been exceeded. It is clear, however, that
Parliament intended that the Committee of
Direction should have full power and should,
in the terms of one of the sections; take con-
trol of all fruit within the State. With re-
gard to the Interstate position, that difficulty
has been anticipated for some time, and
membhers who have read uip the subjeet will
recall the suggestion made on different occa-
sions that, in order that the Act might be
complete in its incidence, there should, in
addition to the State Act, be a Federal Act
to control the position. This is necessary,
and I hope will ultimately be brought about.
The Committee of Direction unfortunately
has, as after-events have proved, adopted the
one-floor system in respect to the marketing
of bananas. They instructed growers that
all bananas for sale in Queensland must lie
sent to that one floor tinder their control,
The agents took action, with the result I have
stated. To-day it is competent for the Cent-
mittee of Direction to still carry on the miar-
keting, the buying and selling of fruit if
they so wish, and it is also competent for
agents to do the same.

Mr. Sleeman: Von cannot beat the Queens-
land legislation.

Air, SAMPSON: Unquestionably, there
has been a great deal of opposition to the
Act from the time it was proclaimed. This
is easily understood. There is as much need
to-day for the Act as there ever was. The
Minister for Agriculture in Queensland has
promised that it shall be amended and that
the intention of Parliament, 'whereby the
growers shall control the marketing of their
own fruit through their own elected commit-
tee, shall be carried out. On my recent visit
to Queensland I made it my duty and plens-
ure to eisit Stanthorpe, which is regarded :18
the capital of the granite belt. There I met
a number of growers, the local manager of
the Commercial Banking Cormpany of Syd-
ney, and the Editor of the Inial newspaper.
It was pointed out to me by the manager of

the bank, and the Editor of the "Stanthorp
Border Post," that sincere and earnest effort
in regard to voluntary co-operation bad beei
miade for years past, and that thousands o
letters had been written by the honorai-
secretary of that centre, but the results ha'
always been the same.

Mr. Lambert: Why should we be inflicte,
witli all this?

Mr. SAMPSON: There is nothing to hao
the hon. member here.

Mr. Lambert: I do not think the bon. mem
her's eloquence would hold ine. It is oul
:ny tolerance.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!
Mr. SAMPSON: I wish to read a lette
Mr. Lambert: A love letter!1
Mir. SAMPSON: It is written by a Stan

thorpe man and I was permitted to view it.
Mr. Lam bert: You have not lost the las

page, have you?
Mr. SAMPSON: The letter says:-
If I can assist you in any way in regard to givin

you a good grip of the twuit. organisation in bhi
State (and paticularly in this district) I shall b
only too pleased to do so. I have been connecte
with the organieation of the fruitgrowers in thi
district over a period of 30) years, for several year
acting as secretary to a voluntary frnitgmowcn
association, and also acting as secretary to th
present district council for two years. Astociatior
were stakrted years ago with the best intentioni
but they were powerless to do much good. The
passed good resolutions, wrote long letters to th
Minister, but they never got anywhere hecaus
they had no executive authority and in the en
the growers grew tired o f fighting and craduall
the association died of a broken spirit. Uinder Lb
present organisation scheme the position is entirel
diffearent because the organisation has power-
power to collect money and spend it for the goo
of the growers. This power is safeguarded by th
fact that everything must be sanctioned by th
growers and they have the power to tun the who]
organisation out of office by voting them oui
N!io franchise could be more demnocratic. of ctur
in any such scheme there will always he opponent
who flo not believe in any form or organisatior
and they think the present a favourable oppo:
tualty to endeavour to start a counter organisatio
in the hope of making the Committee of Direetlo.
ineffective. It is not strange perhaps that sue
a more should hare brought together aill those wh
for various reasons wish to kill the organi-catic
and all it stands for, and neither is it to be wondere
at that while they outwardly profess that the,
have no intention of killing the organisation (whit
More would be uinpopular) they at the same tin
are advocating alterations which if carried mnt
effect would leave the organisation as impotent a
the old voluntary organisations were. Thus the
are exhibiting all the cu Fning of the serpent, an
Coming out With their scheme ait a time when2 thej
realise that a few short sighted growers (who wer
previously favouramble to the C.O.D.) are somewba
dissatisfied with the management over matte:
which in no way affect the v.ita Principles of th
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organisation, thris they atre getting more support
than they would otherwise secure- The primary
producer is a very hard person to handle, and some
of them ame playing the game of the would be
destroyers, for all it is worth, but nevertheless the
heart of the district is sound for the oreanisation
and it will not go down. The point at which the
founders of the League of Freedom (save the mark)
and the supporters of the organisation divide is on
the question of compulsion. The League of Free-
dom people know well, as also do the supporters
of the organisation that without compulsion the
C.O.D. would be absolutely powerless, and would
soon decay. This is quite apparent, as is also the
fact that the League of Freedom supporters know
that if they can only get thc growers to agree to
the compulsory clauses being taken out of the
Act the whole organisation will be rendered useless.
I quite realise that so far the Committee of
Direction has not done much for the deciduous
fruit growing industry, but they have been in offic
only 13 mouths, andi with a big undertaking of the
kind it is hardly likely that in such a comparatively
short time much could be accomplished ; in fact
the danger in such matters is that at the outset
the management may be stampeded into doing
something without giving it the most mature eon-
sidenition. That is what the agents wanted to
see happen with the C.O.D). and they arc shouting
out now because that condition has not obtained.
As showing the value of the organisation and the
danger which the produce agents see in it, I may
state that the fruit merchants association offered
to pay a man to organise the Granite Belt for the
League of Freedom. I think that is the greatest
tribute that could be paid to the 004.D. There
may be a stout fight ahead, but the great majority
of the growers with their present feelings will
stand by the organisation.

2 i-% Ltnnbeit: What ni-c you doing for the
fruit growers here?

Mr. SAMPSON:- It is well kniown to meal-
bers that when the Act was brought into
operation in Queensland, it was brought in
without being first referred to the growers.
I com-ider that was not democratic, and that
those who were to he affectedl and whose pro-
duce was to be controlled, should have had
tile opportunity of voting yea or nay. The
Minister for Agriculture has promised that
during the present session there will be a
}ruit Mat keting Bill brought down.

Yr. Lambert: There will niot be time for
it if you go on.

M11r. SAM1PS ON: A t a. *nveti ng of f ruit-
growers recently held in Bridgetown a motion
was carried asking that before the proposed
Bill becomes law the 'Minister should give
those voncerned an opportuniity to criticise
and consider it. I ho1 e the Minister wvilt.
do that. It is a reasonable rerivest. I am in-
clined to think that if it had been accorded
in Queensland, many of the objections which
were subsequently levelled at the Act would
never have been voiced. I hope the fruit-

[~1

growers will refrain from takzing action in
de~iding against this pro; osed meas4ure until
they have, as expressed by the Bridgetown
growers, had an opportunity of seeing the
measuire which the Minister proposes to bring
down. It must embody the principle of
compulsory co-operation. Voluntaryisma in
connection with fruit marketing has failed.
'There is urgent need of control and I am
fully convinced that without such control
there can be no real organisation. From
Queensland we hear only of the failures. A
very big principle is involvzd in this move-
men t1 bust unf ortunuately no refere nce is made
to the instances where the committee has
achieved. success. 'fake the local marketing
of pineapples. Prior to the operations of the
Committee of Direction the position re~gard-
ing the canneries was serious. The spectacle
of SO trucks of Iineapples rotting ouitside
doors of canners could hav-e been seen iii
those days. When the Committee of Direc-
tion took control they establishted an organi-
sations and made arrangements with t4e
growers that the pines should be sent in as
soon as possible, so that when the glut season
was encountered they would be able to hold
up supplies for three or four days without
any damage being done. Prior to that action
the economic loss wvas tremendous. It is esti-
mated that1 at t he l east £60,000 over a nd above
that previouisly secured for the growers on
the sale of r-ile apples iin Qnecnsland alone
%va- olbtainetd in th-ee seasons. There are two
seasons in each Year and thait means that
within IS months the saiving to the growers
was approximately £60,000. Then again, the
ininimum price seecired by growers for their
liacs for canning purposes was improved.
Originally the practice was fur the canners
to go to the growers and make a bargain with
them that they should send in their pines at
a minimum of 2s. 6d. per case. But
when the glut arrived and th( markets were
overstocked with pineapples, the canners
would telegrTaph to the growers not to
send in any mnore as they could not
deal with additional supplies for the time
being. They would then go to the markets
and purchase pines at practically any price
they desired. Thus the saving to the
growers as the result of organ isation
following- on the creation of the Committee
of Direction is estimated at not less than 50
per cent. rnder thle regime of the Com-
mittee of Direction the minimum price was
niot less than 3s. 9d. whereas formerly it was
not more than 2s. 6d. Queensland growers have
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occasion to aji 1 lflhd the resulli (f the Comm it-
tee's work. Then there is the mestion of the
control the Committee of Di) iNtion exercise
over the fruit for the southern markets. This
is the feature of the Committee's wvork that
the Chief Justice and all the other judges
of the Supreme Court in Queensland contend
is beyond the powver of the Committee. In
July the Brisbane "Telegraph" contained the
following report:-

FRUIT FOR THE SOUTH.
760 ions fast week.

The interstate fruit special train, run by the
Committee of Dlirection of Fruit Marketing, last
week carried 760j tons, of which 4&Sf tons were
for Melbourne, and 302j tons for Sydney.

The consignments consisted of 18,257 oases, of
which 15,658 cases were bananas, 1,807 case Pines,
113 case pawpaws, 488 custasrds, 4 sweet potatoes,
46 citrus, 135 beans, 3 tomatoes. 1 marrow, 2 cane.

Melbourne received 9,994 case bananas, 604
Caue pine, 1 marrow, 3 custards, 108 cass beans,
38 cases citrus, 12 case pawpaws, 4 sweet potatoes
2 tomatoes.
*Sydney's allocation was 5,664 oases bananas,

1,203 oases pines, case citrus, 101 case pawpaws,
27 oases beans, 485 cass custards, 1 tomatoes, 2

itirict loading was as follows :-laybor Ine
271 tons; North Coast, 507j tons; South Coast,
441 tons; Cleveland line, 171 tons.

It is estimated that 192,000 eases were re-
ceived and treated by the canners, so that the
House will swe how' important is the power
of control vested in the Committee of Direc-
tion. It is frequently stategi that under
control the sale of bananas in the southern
markets has decreased. Hen is a state-
ment that appeared in the Brisbane "Cour-
ier," from the Committee of Direction:-

It is interesting to note the large increase in the
number of eases of bananas going forward. by the
committee's interstate fruit trains for the first 26
weeks of this year ad compared with the same
periods for the years 1923 and 1924.

The figures are:

1923
1924
1925

1923
1924

Sydney.
.. 14,901
.. 42,926
.. 160,280

Melbourne.
174,587
164,185
270, 274

YEAR'S TOTAL.

Sydney.
.. 37,271
.. 150,112

Melbourne.
377,721
3184,100

Total.
189,488
207,111
420,554

TOtal
374,992
534,212

Mr. Slecinan: You seem to be in favour
of this business.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: He originated
the idea in this State.

Mtr. SAA'PSON: The League of Free-
don-

Mr1. Sleennan: Has that ally reference to
the Loyalty, League?

lion. Sir -lames M!iteliell: 'No, to the 14 Il-
she~ik Leatue.

M\rt. SAMPSON: After consultation with
certain agents, the Loeag-ue of Freedom has
arrived at what is termed "the new agree-
rnent." It is as follows:-

During the past week a delegation from the
Granite B elt League of Freedom has been in con-
sultation with the Brisbane Fruit Merchants' As-
sociation as to the best method of stabilising the
market and dissipating unwarranted suspicions
which occasionally arise between grower and
seller. The league delegates brought with them
certain proposals which had been tentatively
drawn up by their executive committee, and these
have been carefully considered by the Merchants'
Association. Yesterday afternoon finality was
reached. and the following basis of agreement was,
made available for the Press:-

(1.) An inspector to be in the markets, paid by
the growers.

(2.) Account sale or advice to be posted within
48 hours of receipt of consignments. Cheques
weekly, or earlier, if preferred.

(3.) A clear and simple method of book-keeping
to be adopted, and a common system of keeping
sales slips inaugurated throughout the markets.

(4.) Books to be open for inspection on demand
either by the grower or his authorised agent.

(5.) It shall be the policy of the Fruit Mer-
chants' Association not to sell good quality fruit
under cost of production to the grower, namely 2s.
per half-bushel case and 4s. per bushel case. Any
consignments not up to standard to be referred to
the growers' inspector.

(6.) Growers forwarding fruit or produce for
sale packed in a dishonest maner to be reported
to growers' inspector, and, if deemed 'advisable,
proceedings to be taken. Should it be proved to
the satisfaction of the association that any of its
members are acting dishonestly he shall forthwith
be expelled from the association, and proceedings
taken.

(7.) In the event of large consignments sot being
cleared, and it being necessary for the inspector to
sell to the factories, no commission will be charged
by the agent concerned. The agents agree, if the
market is glutted, to help each other to dispose of
the consignments forwarded.

(8.) Friendly conferences between growers and
the association to be held from time to time to
consider matters of mutual interest, such as open-
ing up new markets, improvement in transit, and
reduction of freight where possible.

It is understood that during the discussions a
most friendly relationship was established between
the merchants and the delegation, and this con-
tributed very largely towards the solution of
problem facing both parties. Other branches of
the league, no doubt, will endeavour to arrive at
a similar understanding on lines specially applicable
to the fruits grown within their respective areas.

1 wijl admit that some of the suggestions

madie arc deuidedly good, but the refer-
ences to the cost of production will not, I
am convinced, he endorsed by the growers.
In any event this does not postulate any real
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organisation. This document is termed a
new agreement, hut there is nothing binding
in it, and there is nothing to prevent either
the agent or the rower flouting it at will.
Tfrue organisation does not operate in that
way. All too briefly I have endeavoured to
.set out the Jposition in Queensland. The
position in Western Australia is interesting,
and at the annual conference of fruit grow-
ers held on the 12th November, 1924, the
following motion was carried:-

In the opinion of Conference statutor power.
are necessary in order to give the fritgrower
of this Stat. control of their industry, and we ask
the Government to send a responsible officer
to Queensland to make himself thoroughly con-
versant with the operations of the Queensland
Twuib Marketing Act.
1 hope the officer will be sent, although I
know that since then the President of the
Queeasland Council of Agriculture, M1r. Me-
Gregor, has been in Perth. Ata wectingof the
Fruit Advisory B3oard he fully discussed the
Q Uemslaud Act. The result was that a
motion was carried approving of an Act to
contiol fruit marketing. The motion I have
quoted as having been carried at the annual
conference of fruit growers, was similar to
resolutions carried in other ceiitres through-
out the State. Tt is true that the area under
fruit, as disclosed by the Commonwealth
Year Book, has decreased, and that is surely
evidence to prove that there is the necessity
for letrislntion to assist growers in organis-
in- their own industry. T hope that when the
Bill is brought forward by the Minister, it
will, after being submitted to the House,
be put before growers for their con-
siderat ion. When whatever amendments
are deemied. to be necessary have been
determined, I hope the measure will
have a speedy passage through Parliament.
Dealing with the railways I am glad to know
that thie system called the "cash on delivery"
vystem has been inaugurated. This system
has been in existence in South Africa and.
Queensland for many years pasL- In each
country it has been found to operate greatly
to the advantage of the railways, with the
result that it must he of advantage to all
concerned. I hope that the "cash on de-
livery" system will be ufilised to the fullest
extent and that it will be made widely known.
In other countries it has resulted in many
parcels that formerly went through the post
being dispatched over the railways. On the
subject of co-operation I draw the attention
of members to the frequent improper use ol?

that terma. It is often used in businesses that
are not really co-operative, and in those
cases the only person that benefits is the
proprietor. I submit that. the misuse of the
word, if not intended to delude the public,
might easily have that effect, and it is my
intention Inter on to bring down a Bill with
the object of rendering the improper use of
the word an offence. The masquerading in
false colours of any trader in this way
should, in the interests of co-operation, be
stopped. With regard to road making gen-
erally and the construction of development
roads particularly, the road boards appre-
ciate the Federal-State grant. I hope
that the full amount that the Commonwealth
Treasurer is providing will be evadled of by
the Minister, and that it will he possible
later to provide roads for settlers who at
present have no access to a market, The
Federal-State grant is a credit to all con-
cerned. There is, however, a clause which
provides that no man shall be taken off his
holding to be employed on road making.
This matter was brought up last session and
I understand that the Minister is not making
it a rule whereby it -will be impossible for
a man with a holding who, through unfore-
seen circumstances, is compelled to go out
and work in order to keep the pot boiling.
Such a man, in my opiniou, should not be
debarred from taking. work with a road
board or engaging in any form of contract.
I support the motion for the adoption of the
Address-in-reply.

MR. MARSHALL (21urchison) [8.35]:
1t congratulate the member for Forrest (Miss
Bolman) on her achievement in securing ad-
mission to the rights and privileges of this
1{ouse. ] extend to her a cordial welcome
here, but at the same time I remind her that
there are -fl other members who would not
like to see other ladies in their midst, be-
cause some of them might have to go out
to make room for those ladies.

Mr. Richardson: 1 am sure you -would
give way to a lady.

Mr. MIARSHA-LL: The member for Swan
(M1r. Sampson), who is opposed to the
nationalisution of everything, has given us
an exposition of what he considers should
be done in the way of nationalising4 indus-
tries, and he has held up the Chamber for an
hour and told us that we should interfere
in regard to the distribution of certain pro-
ducts. He urged that the Government should
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take control of production, distribution and
exchange. If that is not nationalisation I
shall have to go a long way to find out what
the word really means.

Mr. Sampson: 1 said nothing about Gov-
erment control; I sa id control by the
growers.

Mr. MARSHALL: The growers wilt be
working under regulations framed under an
Act of Parliament, and if that does not go
as far as sonmc other legislation, it goes far
enough to be close to nationalisation. I in-
tend to touch on a few items that are men-
tioned in the Governor's Speech which has
been presented to us with the usual amount
of frill and padding that is usually associ-
ated with it. The Speech gives lion. mem-
bers an oppo,0tunity of knowing what legis-
lation the Gloverninent propose to introduce.
I notice that of the 14 Bills contemplated
by the Government for the present session,
no fewer than five are entirely of an agri-
cultural character. Three muay be termied as
being of a semni-agricultural character, inas-
much as they' will alpply, or be of some bene-
fit, to agriculturists and to the city. Apart
fi on, one particular measure that is pro-
posed, I see little or nothing in the contem-
plated legislation that will be of much bene-
fit to those living far away from the metro-
polis. I am not taking the Government to
task in regard to the proposed legislation;
I wish to remind mny friends on the cross
Opposition benches for the second time that
whenever niculturists require legislation
or reform of some kind, they have to ap-
proach a Labour Government to secure it.

Air. Withers: We are the only reform
pa rty.

Mr. MARSHALL: I remember when the
Labour Party were in power in years gone

' by practically every reform] the agricul-
turist secured, reforms of paramount im-
portance, were granted by the Labour Gov-
ernment. Unfortunately we got little
thanks for it.

Air. Davy: What sort of reforms?
Mr. MARSHALL: I do not know of any

legislation passed by a Labour Govern-
ment. that was not for the benefit of the
farmer.

Mr. Davy: What was it?
Mr. MARSHALL: From memory I can

quote a few matters of importance, tlhe
extension of the scope of the Agricultural
Bank, the creation of the I.AB., the in-
auguration of a wheat pooi, the repricing

of agricultural lands, and several other
matters.

Air. Sampson : Additional taxation on
land.

lion. S. W. Munsie :Passed just last
session.

Mr. Davy: The lA.B, is defunct.
Mr. MARSHALL: I do not knowv what

the hon. member is talking about, or what
he expects tue to reply to. All I ask is
that members on the cross Opposition
benches shall be grateful for the miany
small mercies they have received at the
hands of Labour Governments, mercies
that they never would have received from
any other Governinent. I know too well,
unfortunately for the farmers, that their
alleged leaders more often that) not betray
them. We have only to read the news-
papers and the statements made by people
who it is alleged represent the farmers,
and who tell the farmers about the hard-
shipslJ that are always being inflicted on
them by Bolshevik Governments, or some
such other ridiculous statement. The
farmer is a hard-working mian md hie has
little time to study for himself. Therefore
lie is easil 'y led by the nose by people who
should know better.

Air. Thomson: And you never got a bite!
Mr. MARSHALL : I am very pleased

that the Clovernnuent intend to give so
itch assistance to the farmers.

Mr. Lindsay: Why'?
Ali. MARSHALL: 1 look upon agricul-

ture as the backbone of the State.
Country Party Members : Come over

here!
Mr. 2EARS1IALjI: There is no need to

do that. Prom this side I can express mny
appreciation of the attitude of the Gox:-
erment toward% the farming counmunity.
With regard to fruit marketing, the pro-
posed legislation is long overdue, not be-
cause, as the mnember for Swan put it, the
producer alone is suffering, but becauise
the consumner is suffering equally as much.
It is an astounding thing to find in the
orchard growing districts so much fruit
going to waste, and that in the metropolis
it is impossible to get fruit of reasonably
good quality' unless we pay exorbitant
prices for it. Therefore I shall welcome
the Bill for-eshadowed in the Governor's
Speech. I trust that the Bill will be in-
strumental in not only putting more profits
into the pockets of the producers but will
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be the means of getting- more fruit into the
homes of those who really require it.
Another proposed measure th~at mueets with
my approval is the Vermin Bill. That
applies to my electorate more acutely
perhaps than to aiiy other. 'Members
apposite will agree with me because they
knowv that the primary producers in my
electorate are not only producers bilt pro-
tectors as well, inasmuch as in a measure
they% arc protecting the people in the
South-West. I do not wish to claim any
undue credit for those people, but 1 claim
that they have protected the primary pro-
lover., and particularly those who, as a

side line, run a few sheep or a few cattle.
I have a good idea of the nature of the
Bill. 'fo me it comes as a great concession,
having regard to my electorate. Let me
say that in view of wvhat takes place in
districts far removed from what are comn-
monly called the country areas, people in
the south do not know what "vermin" means.
I now intend to quote the "West Austra-
lin, and I recognise that I am on danger-
Otis rn-ound: the Leader of the Opposition
recently got a rap over the knuckles for
reposing too much faith in that organ, and
I do not wish the same fate to befall me.
About two weeks ago I read in the "West
Australian" that a fanner ini some part of
the wheat belt had been affected with ex-
treme consternation because he had seen
one dingo. If the place had been invaded
by a hostile army, the people could not
have been more concerned. The appear-
ance of that solitary dingo was considered
of sufficient importance to be announced
in the daily Press.

Mr. Thomson : One dingo can do all
enormous amount of damage.

Mr. 'MARSHALL: Yes, of course, like
one had member of this Chamber. Now, a
single vermin board in my distriet paid
bonuses onl no fewer than 1,100 dingoes inl
one year; and that number camne off two
stations. The people concerned, moreover,
have no sideline such as mixed farming,
or wheat to help themr.

Mr. Davy: It would almost parl them to
breed dingoes.

Mr. MARSHALL: If those people do
not suffer from drought, they suffer from
the dingo pest. What would have been
the effect if those 1,100 dingoes had got
through to the place where the one was
seenhI I understand that the proposed

legislation will ask all growers to con-
tribute slightly, and that the matter will
be administered by a central body. That
is only reasonable. The economic loss
caused to this State by the dingo pest must
be incalculable.

Air. Taylor : It is disastrous when
dingoes get maong- well bred sheep.

Mr. 'MARSHALL : Quite right; bilt,
after all, it matters not so much what
the quality of the sheep may be. SmallR
growers, particularly returned soldiers
with millstones of financial obligations
round their necks, cannot afford to have
their stocks depieted by attacks from
dingoes. The only other promised measure
which will be of interest to me is the Bill
to amend the industrial arbitration law. I
should not have tr-oubled to touch on that
measure had it not been for the argument
of the member for Pingelly (Mr. Brown),
who seemed to have an idea in his head that
tile Arbitration Court is a tribunal set tip
for the one purpose of increasing wvages and
improving conditions without evidence in jus-
tification. As an industrialiat of many, years'
standing, I can affirm that it is utterly uise-
less for any' organisation of emplo yees to
go to the present Arbitration Court, and
that it wvould have been useless to go to any
arbitration court of the past, for an in-
crease of wages except with good evidence
to prove an increase in the cost of living.
If the cost of living does go up, it is not
due to increased wages. The workers come
behind the rise of the cost of living, some-
times years behind it, and ask for a corn-
pensating advance. To say that the cost of
living rises because of increased Nvazvs is
utterly absurd.

Mr. Davy: If the cost of Ii% ing- goes down
I suppose there w-ill not be any more appli-
cations to the Arbitration Court.

MNr. -MARSHALL: Captains of industry
never miss an opportunit y of concocting
evidence and appealing to the Arbitration
Court. They apply for a revision every 12
months. Surely the hon. member has not
forgotten the famous Kalgoorlie award of
only two years ago-a disgrace to humanity.
It asked the men to work in gold mines uu-
der bad conditions and at low wages. M.Nore-
over, while several hundred cases had been
listed for hearing in the Arbitration Court
before this particular case, somehow this ap-
plication, by some unknown means, was
heard first. The Chamber of M1iues in some
manner contrived to have all the other cita-
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tions set aside and this particular citation
brought on for hearing. And what forl For
the express purpose of lowering the wages of
the miners. it maust be apparent to any fair-
minded member that the workers of this
State cannot possibly get an increase in wages
until they can prove that the cost of liv-
ig has gone up.

Mr. Taylor: And they cannot always get
it then.

Mr. MARSHALL: No. For my part, 1
have more reason to regret that the Arbi-
tration Court ever came into existence than
I have to jubilate over the fact of its exist-
ee. 1 remember the first Arbitration Court

ease in the Mt. Margaret electorate. We
were then receiving a rate of 1s. 4d. The
court reduced the rate to either 11s. 4d. or
11s. 8d. The employer was prepared to pay
13s. 4d., and had never argued about pay-
ing that rate until the court caine into exist-
ence. During the 20 odd years I have
worked in this State I have never known
an increase to be granted to industrialists
before the cost of living had materially
risen. The only increase ever 1 got was
during the war period.

Mr. Taylor: Miners' wages only went up
when the wages of everybody else had gone
up. The miners were the last to get an in-
crease.

MNr. MARSHALL: That is absolutely so.
In Ke.ekatharra, we went from 1916 to 1920,
four years, wvithout a penny of increase.
When we did arrive at finality and got anl
ag-reement, what happened? The agreement
contained a clauise, which the advocate of the
Chamber of Minles had overlooked, providing
that the miners should be on the surface
when the knock-off whistle blew. Prior to
that, the miners had to wait underground
until the whistle blew for knocking off; the
whistle. had to blow before the men went
up. There was a great deal of comment on
the injustice of men adopting the ferocious
attitude of down tools and going on strike.
However, his labour is the only commodity
the worker has to sell. Under our arbitra-
tion law the price of that commodity is
regulated, fixed up for the worker. I ven-
ture to say' the member for Pingell 'y (Mr.
Brown) is not prepared to allow the Arbi-
tration Court to adjust the price of wheat.
The point I wish to make, however, is that
as soon as ever the Chamber of Ifines dis-
covered that their advocate had made the
mistake of admitting that clause into the
agreement, though they did not cause a lock-

out, they wired to the management at Meeka-
tharra, "Do not start operations under that
clause." The men said, "All right; if you
will not give us what we have got under
an industrial agreement, got from the tri-
bunal to which you always recommend us
to go, we will refuse to work." For six
weeks the miners were out of work, and then,
thanks to the present Leader of the Opposi-
tion, who was then Premier, the difference
went to arbitration. Again, take the ease
of the Laneefield mine. What happened
there when an award had been given!I The
member for Mt. Ilargaret (Mr. Taylor)
knows what happened. The men went to
the court and got an award 6 y proving that
the cost of living had gone up. They thor-
oughly justified the granting of an increase.
Thereupon the mine was closed down.

Mr. Panton: The management at Lance-
field wanted the men to break the law.

Mr, MAR SHALL :Yes. That is the
kind of conduct practised by gentlemen
for whom the member for Pingelly
(Mr. Brown) stands in this House. I
do not want to put it over the indus-
trialists of the State that they have no right
to look after themselves when we have the
captains of industry setting an example.
'There was a time when, as the member for
]VNt. 3Nllrgaret (Mr. Taylor) knows, if they
were led, it was to destruction. Hon. memn-
hers may iisk me what I think of the Arbi-
tration Court. I consider it is a tribunal
with statutory powers to keep the workers
ever in subjection.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Why not try to
do away with it9

Mr. Davy: Then you do not believe in
the Arbitration Court?

Air. MAR SHALL: T do not know that
the hon. member does, seeing that there is
no place there for lawyers.

MIr. Davy: You are rather judging me by
yourself. You have no time for anything
that does not benefit yourself.

Mr. MARSHALL: I do -not say that I
am ever jubilant regarding the Arbitration
Coulrt. I do not desire to reflect upon the
membhers of the court, hut the trouble is
that legislation lays it down that certain
things shall be done as a guide to the court.
That is where all the trouble originates. We
all know that the court has to adjudicate
upon industrial troubles and present an
award containing, among other things, pro-
vision for a living wage sufficient for a man,
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his wife and family of three. It does not
matter what arguments may he put up, the
zoulrt cannot possibly give more than a liv-
ing wage.

Ailr. Panton: And it is based on the Har-
vester judgment.

M1r. MIARSHIALL: I am not going to
refer to that particular aspect but am arg-
ing from the broader side of the question.
T he court cannot give more than a were
living wage.

11r. Davy: Yes, it can. The provision
merely says that the court cannot give less
than that.

M1r. M1ARSHALL: The court is restricted.
Mr, Davy: Yes, to the extent I indicate.
Mr. MARSHALL: The hon. member has

never yet heard of an award being delivered
in which consideration was given to the east
of recreation, medical expenses, and all the
other incidentals necessary to enable a man
to live in reasonable comfort.

Air. Taylor:. Those details are always put
up in evidence. I have put them up myself.

Mr. M1ARSHALL: But they are never
taken into consideration.

Mr. Davy: How do you know I
Mr. MARSH.ALL: Because I have con-

ducted eases. It is the greatest fallacy in
thle world. Even admit for the sake
of argument what the member for West
Perth (Mr. Davy) suggests, will he deny
that the court cannot give an award over
and above a mnere living wagel

Mr. Davy: I say it can. The direction to
the court is that they shall not give a rate
of wag' es less than on that basis.

Mr. M-\ARSHALL: No one knows better
than the lion, member that under the exist-.
ing conditions it is a travesty.

Ilr. Davy: No.
Mr. MAIRSHALL I happened to he

in the court myself and I know. We have
the spectacle of workers having to go be-
fore the court and dragging their wives
arid families there and parading their
poverty.

Vr. Davy: There is nothing to he ashamed
of i n poverty.

Mr. 'MARSHIALL: No, but is it darned
inconvenient. I would like to see the mem-
ber for West Perth go to court in order
to get an award for the legal profession. I
would like to see him dragging his wife to
the court with her receipts to show what it
costs; to keep him, his wife and family for

thee months. When we are on the laughing
,ide of the question we can laugh heartily,
but those who bare had bitter experience of'
the Arbitration Court in presenting cases
find no occasion for laughter. Assuming
that thle court does take into consideration
everything necessary to enable a person to
have a living wage and live in reason able
comfort, what is the position of such a man
after'vardsi It does not mnatter what posi-
tiona he is inj the worker is not one penny
better off from the timne he starts in an
industry until he is deposited in the ceme-
tery. That is because he is ]imnited to the
living wage,

Mr. Fenton: ]f he were to be awarded
more then that they would close down the
industry!

Mr. MARSH-ALL: The member for Pinl-
gelly (Mr. Brown) talked about the ardu-
ous labour of farmers I do not say his
statements were wrong. He told us that
farmers had to struggle. I bare had some
little experience on a farm a-nd I agree with
him that in the pioneering stages agricul-
tural life has many unfavourable and unen-
couraging features. It is true that sacri-
fices have to be made by the women, who
live under rotten conditions, but, after all,
they are, in the majority of cases, acquiring
an asset. If it were not so we wonid not
have any farmas in existence to-day. When
they have passed through those stages, we
find that after 15 or 20 years of strenuous
work they reap their reward.

MN~r. Lindsay: They capitalise their en-
ergy.

v1r. MARSHALL: That is so, and then
they, have an asset. On thle contrary, what
has thle g-old mniner, the timber worker, the
conl miner, or any other worker, after 20
veers of strenuous labour? He has nothing.
The gold miner certainly has had health.
Before he reaches a mature age he has that
rotten complaint known as tuberculosis. The
coal miner may be in a rather better physi-
cal condition, and the timber worked may
hare better health than the other two put
togzether.

Mr. Panton: But he may be minus a few
fingers and other things.

Mr. MARSHALL: If Providence is kind
to the goidminer, he might be billed at
an early stage without any suffering.
If he is left long enough he will
suffer agonies and finish up in the

251



252 [ASSEMBLY.]

sanatorium. Although the farmer works
long hours and makes great sacrifices he has
more recompense for his labours than have
other workers.

Mr. Brown: Who has built up the assets
of the State?

Mr. 'MARSHALL: The most eccentric.
gentleman in this Chamber on economies is
the member for Pingelly! If I w~ere to reply
to his question 1 would say that it is the
State that builds uip the assets by a form of
soelalisation. The biggest and most compre-
hiensive policy of socialisation that is to be
found in the Commonwealth is that of land
development. But other citizens, irrespective
of what their avocations may be, are of equal
importance to the farmers. So long as a
citizen is labouring, lie is helping to build up
an asset for the State. 'More than that, if
there were not the other citizens in the
State it would not he possible for the farmer
to carry On. If the larner could make his
own implements, man his own ships, drive
his own trains and so forth, it would be all
right, but as it is, these other activities are
absolutely essential and it is wvell that we
should recognise toe importance of men in
those callings in relation to the farming corn-
minniy. Thus it is that these workers are
equally as valuable to the State as is the
farmer.

Mr. Lindsay: You will agree that the
fanner is the foundation of it all.

Mr. MARISHALL: No, I will say that
land development is the only form of natural
wealth that we can look to. I readily admit
that a farmer is a valuable citizen to the
State but not more than other citizens who
are assisting to carry out what is necessary
to maintain our social fabric.

Mir. Taylor: 1 think we shall have to take
y)ou down to some of thle farming districts.

Mr. MARSHALL: If you do, 1 will not
make a bigger miess of things than the hoa.
member did on one or two occasions. It is
gratifying to note the reduction in the deficit
this year. Those who take in interest in
State affairs will be pleased to know that
the State is now on the flood tide of pro-
sperity. For years past wve have had au-
cumulated deficits, representing a drain onl
the taxpayers, but at last the annual deficit
ties beeni reduced to vanishing point. It is
particularly gratifying to those of us who
wvent so far as to promise our elactors that
inder the Labour Government there would

be strict economy of administration and even
redactionl of taxation.

Air. Tay' lor: )-ou knew from the develop-
irent going on Ihlat it must be SO.

li;. MARSHALL: The lion. member will
have an opportunity to explani how it came
about. Since the finances have been so
greatly improved there has been a rush of
Opposition members to explain to the Gov-
ernment hlow to square the ledger by varying
the nmethods of the previous Giovernment. I
regret the criticism that has been directed at
the Group Settlement Royal Commission.
Irrespective of whether their findings were
right or wrong, I feel certain that the Com-
mission arrived at those findings after hav-
ing heard a mass of evidence and given each
phase of the question their best considers-
tion. It is not impossible that in the fullness
of time thre liadings of the Commission will
be found to have been correct. Almost with-
out exception, the pioneers of land settlement
never get thle benefit of their Labour, that
being- left for the next generation. So a!-
though the group settlements may be over-
capitalised, 1 hope that a wvay out of the
cliiculty will be found and that ultimately
the scheme will prove to be a huge success.
There is now altogether too much money in-
Nolved in the scheme for anybody to wish
for group settlement anything but unquali-
i'ed success. From what I know of the
settlers down there I can say they are splen-
did people with stalwart hearts and great
courage. 21lost of them are raw industrialists
from London, notwithstanding which they
are determined to make a success of their
resp)ective holding-s. 1 hope their aspirations
niay be fully realised. The only feature of
the group settlement scheme to which 1 ob-
jet is the going to the South-West when, for
a much smaller expenditure, the same num-
ber of migrants could have been settled in
tire North-West. where there would not have
been so long to wait for a return on the in-
vested cat ital. Much that has to be built
uip and create.! in the South-West has been
already providled by bounteous Nature in the
N orth-West. Had the group settlers been
located up there the Government would have
got much earlier results at much less ex-

ense. Again, if the late Government had
had ail eye to national safety and home de-
fence thle group settlers wvould have been put,
niot in the South-West, but in the North, the
only point where foreign aggression is to be
expected. However, our greatest patriots
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overlooked that, and went in for a more ex-
pensive scheme down south where, from the
defence point of view, everything is safe.
_Neverthces I hope that the group settle-
ment in the South-West will prove a huge
success and will spell prosperity, not only
to the State, but also to the stalwart settlers
themselves. I iigree with all the eloquent
utterances as to the desirability of manning
our manless areas. Probably in order to so-
eomplish that the Government will find it
imperative to carry out a policy of migra-
tion. But the migration policy of the late
Government has had a damnable reflection
on the welfare of the city and of the State
at large. When a Government inaugurate a
policy of migration that will bring people
into the State for the purpose of settlingo
the land instead of settling the man, I will
agree with it. But it is heart breaking to
Walk about the city and everywhere meet
with the request, "Can you get me a job?"
The one great cry to-day is, "Canl you get
nie a job T"

Mr. Mann: What are you going to do
about it?

Mr. MARSHALL: I do nor propose to no
anything other than enter my protest against
any form of migration that will flood the in-
dustrial centres of the State with unemploy-
ment. So long as a migration policy is con-
ducted on lines thant wvill allow tile industries
to absorb the migrants and give them a liv-
ing wage, I will make no objection Mq it;
hut the policy we have had ia the past has
not providled for any such absorption. In-
deed, I am not sure that the late Governmnent
could not be successfully charged with having
brought out migrants under false pretences.

Mr. Taylor: Do not indliet them.
Mr. MARSHALL: No, for I do not wvant

to bring any further trouble on the head of
the Leader of the Opposition. Still, our
migrants have been brought out here under
false pretences. Attractive pictures were
hung- up all round London, showing beauti-
flt farms with cry' stal streams flowing gently
through green pastures on which stock were
quietly grazing; and at t-he tol) of the pic-
tures, were bags of £E s. d. The would-be
migrants thought that all they had to do was
to come out here, collect a bag of money
and go back Home again. Now the responsi-
bility for the misrepresentation that brought
the miigr-ants here is falling on those who
were not in any way responsi h le for it. The
ex-Preinier always assertel that his migra-
tion polify was calculated to tiring out only

such people as were prepared to go oil the
land.

Mr. M1ann: That was righlt while he wvas
over there.

Air. MARSHALL: I agree that the ex-
Premier attained his object. He meant to
flood this State with unemployed and lie
did it.

Mr. North: Was not brhe much more
employment when he started than tl:ere is
now?

Mr. MARSHALL: The declared
policy of the previous Government was
to bring migrants to fihe State for
[ihe sole purpose of land' dev-elo pment.
I went so far as to ask questions
regarding the nationality of certain Gov-
ernment employees, and 1 found that quite a
big number of imported people wvere getting-
into the police force, the raily~ay and tram-
way services. To-day at Churchman's and
Wungong Brook one could easily imagine
that he was ia the heart of London; the great
number of wvorkers there are English peo-
ple.

Mr. Taylor: Are they casters?

Mr. MARSHALL: I do not know, but
unlike the bon. member, theY look sen-
sible! MY grievance is that stalwart,
willing migrants and solil Australian
workers are walking the streets look-
ing for employment and desirous of getting
it, but it is unobtainable, and 1 cannot sup-
port any form of igration that will aggra-
late that trouble. I I (lie inigrvmnts can be ab-
sorbed in the industries without creating an
unemployed problem, I am pi epared to sup-
port such a poller' . If it is confined to land
develol ment, I can see nothing objectionable
about it, but to bring migrants here under
false pretences to replace good Australians
is highly reprehensible. We have even to
issue doles to keep these people alive, people
who in England were told that if they' camne
here, fortunle would smile upon them. It is
a crying shame. It is an economic loss to the
State to be paying £22 per hlead to tiring
people here and then to have to feed them.
When we are not feeding themn, they are dis-
placing good Aus tralians who being acclima-
tised and more experiened, are an economic
loss when they go to the Eastern States. It
is a rotten policy, and I hope the present
Government will not stand fo,, it. I do not
think they will.

Mr. Mann: The Premier does not Airree
with you.
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Mr. MARSHALL: The Premier knows
his work. There is no wiser man in this
State aind few wiser men in the Common-
wealth than is the present Premier. We
hear a great deal about the drift to the city.
I ani inclined to favour the idea of cming
to the city, because life there is really worth
living. People who live in the city are
treated much better by legislation than are
people outback, and therein lies the reason
for their going to the city. No Government
could provide theatres at Meekatharra, Wil-
una or Peak Bill, or build universities or pro-
vide other utilities to make those places more
attractive, but much could be done to obviate
the pinpricks. that people who live in the
outback country have to submit to. The
further out people go, the heavier they are
taxed. The nearrer people live to the metro-
polis, Ihe better off they ale. From an in-
dustrial point of view the workers are better
off. They enjoy better social conditions,
they have theatres and all sorts of entertain-
ments catering for them. They have public
utilities such as libraries and museums main-
tained solely by the Government. Even in
regard to income tax, organiscd industrialists
have comparatively good wages and good con-
ditions and are better off tinan are workers
in other parts of the State. A man working
in the mines at Meekatharra has absolutely
no form of relaxation. If he is a married
man, his only pleasure in life is to join his
family in his home. If he is a single man,
he goes to his hut, picks up a newspaper arid
has a read. That is the extent of the recrea-
tion available to him. A worker in the metro-
polis getting £250 a year can live for at
least £30 a year less than can a man draw-
ing a similar salary in Meekatharra. Yet
noc deduction is allowed to the man in Meeka-
tharra on the £30, so the man in Perth is
better off to the extent of the difference
in the cost of living. Higher rates
are paid at a place like Meekatharra, be-
cause the cost of living therc i, higher, but
it does not follow that the manl receiving high
wages gets any real benefit from them. A per-
son on the same rate of payv in Perth pays
only the same amount of taxation though it
does not cost him within £30 of the
same amount to live. So there is
an inducement for people to come to the
city. Many people who travel to the rail
head at Meekatharra go on to the North-
West. Some time ago an alteration was
made in the railway arrangements at
Mullewa. The Commissioner of Railways

assured me that in the changing of trains,
consideration would be confined to long dis-
tance travellers, and that they would be pro-
vided with good clean compartments on
the next train through from Geraldton.
People who travel north, particularly
women with children-and most of the
women have big families--have to get off
the train at Mullewa, scramble across the
platform with a child under one arm and
baggage under the other, and instead of
getting good, clean compartments, they
often find it difficult to get a seat. These
people have to travel for days after leav-
ing the rail head; yet they receive no con-
sideration from the Railway Department.
So there again there is little inducement
for people to go outback. I have referred
scores of times to the position of workers
on the stations. The lawv to prevent hawk-
ing is a measure purely and simply for
the metropolitan area, although it applies
to outback centres. If men go out to assist
in the development of pastoral leases or
take up prospecting, they have to return
to one of the towns at intervals to buy
clothing, hoots and other requisites, and
in order to do this they have to lose nearly
a fortnight's work. Hawking is not per-
mitted. I agree that hawking should be
restricted to white men, but the business
people in the more remote towns, who are
prepared to carry the goods out to the
workers and thus save them loss of time,
should not be prohibited from hawking in
such districts. This is another handicap
imposed upon people who go out into the
remote parts of the State, and they want
to know why; so do I. The Governor's
Speech refers to the pastoral industry as
being on the eve of a bountiful season, the
country having been blessed with good
rains. I agree that tile prospects are
bright, hut not to the degree indicated by
the Governor's Speech. Most of the sheep
raising areas in the North-West have
suffered severely from drought, and the
flocks have been greatly depleted, so we
cannot expect next season anything like
the wool clip usually obtained. I am
afraid that lack of assistance and sym-
pathetic administration on the part of the
Government towards people prepared to
engage in sheep or meat growing is doing
much harm. Foreign money is being intro-
duced for the purchase of sheep raising
properties in the North-West, but that is
not altogether agreeable to me. Some
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people might feel gratified that thousands
of pounds of Eastern States or foreign
capital is being invested in pastoral pro-
jerties here, but in years to come the State
will suiffer because the, purchasers are not
local people. They are foreign to the
State and will take the money out of the
State. In my electorate there were four
settlers all doing fairly well until the
drought came, and now the four properties
are in the hands of the South Australian
Company, a big pastoral company that has
not a shareholder in this State. That is a
loss to the State.

Mr. Mann: They are spending a lot of
money to develop it.

Mr. MARSHALL : It does not matter
what money they spend. Whatever profit
they make will go out of the State.

Mr. Mann: It is a good thing to get
money into the country.

Mr. MkARSIHALL: But it is not a good
thing to replace our own small producers
by big companies. We want small hold-
ings, and a greater number of them. We
do not want monopolies by one or two
pastoral companies able to hold up practi-
cally the whole of the North-West.

Mr. .1. H. Smith: Are they buying up
the small holdings?

Mr. MARSHALL: Yes. The fle Grey
River property is owned by the IDe Grey
Pastoral Co. There may be a few share-
holders in this State, but the majority of
the shareholders are London Jews. The
company employs only a few white men,
but the whole of the profits go to England.
This is an economic loss to the State. It
would be better that live or six families
should be living on that holding and keep-
ing the money within the State.

Mr. Mann: it would not be much use if
the property was not developed.

Mr. MARSHALL: How are wye to de-
velop the country by sacrificing it to
monopolies or trusts! These people take
up land in order to get money out of it.
It Would be mu~ch better for the State if
all these holdings were smaller, Of course,
the hon. member cannot agree with that.

Mfr. Mann: No.
Mr. MARSHALL: He does not repre-

sent that part of the country. In other
States assistance is rendered to such
people. The Government should introduce
legislation for State banking with a view
to rendering assistance to them. Why
should not Government assistance be

rendered to people who wish to grow wool,
mutton or beef in much the same fashion
as it is given to those who wish to grow
wheat? I cannot underst-ad the O'overn-
ment Singling out a Specific industry for
special consideration. I know it is of
advantage to the State that help should he
given to wheat farmers, but why should
it be confined to them and to fruitgrowers?

Mr. J. H. Smith: The fruitgrowers (10
not receive much.

Mr. MARSHALL: I do not say they are
overburdened with assistance. Seeing that
the Government give help in that direction,
they should not refuse to give similar help
to another solid industry. Because of the
drought many of our small holders have
had a setback, and are ready to sell to the
highest bidder. Thus, instead of our get-
ting small holdings they are becoming
larger. I do not like them. They do not
spell success, and are detrimental to the
interests of the State. It is a retrogressive
step. In South Australia the Government
make advances to holders of pastoral
leases to enable them to secure wire netting
and other essential commodities in order
that they may embark upon the industry.
The repayment is spread over the period
of the lease. If the lease is for ten years,
the payment is at the rate of £1 a year on
each £10 advanced. If people are prepared
to go outback, the further back they go
the less consideraltion they get. At all
events, they are not encouraged by sym-
pathetic administration. Those who have
not acquired land in a good geographical
position near the markets and the railways
have to compete with those who are more
favourably situated, and pay a much higher
freight on everything they get and produce.
When people are paying three times as much
as otters, and are working, 800 miles or
1,000 miles from Perth, producing Wool,
mutton or beef, they are at a great disad-
vantage. A man who gets in early and
secures land that is well situated is allowed
to compete with those who are far removed
from the centres of population. T con-
sider that those more favoured people
should be called upon to pay more than
they do, and that the unfortunate people
should be permitted to pay less, for in-
stance, on the freight of their livestoc~k. I
do not know whether the Government would
entertain a reduction on the freight rates,
but T do know that long train journeys de-
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preciate the value of stock, especially when
they are travelling two clays and nights. in
the train. They arri~ e at the markets in a
more or less damnaged condition, and have to
compete with stock that may not have had
to travel by rail at all. lit is a complex
problem and will require a good deatl of
adjusting. The Government should try to
encourage peol le to go outback and to stay
there.

Mlr, J. H. Smith: They do get special
concessions.

11r. IdARALL: Only when they get a
full train load. The smnall grower with onl 'y
one or two bogies of stock gets no conce-
Sion.

Mr. Davy: tDo you meazn the man with
100,000 acres?

Mlr. MNARSHALL: 1 do not think hie can
be even called a grower. A Smnall man in our
country is one who owns about 300,000 acres
or less. Most of 'them have niorn than that.
In some parts of the State a 10,000 acre
holding is a large one, but not in my dis-
trict. In America one special facility is
afforded for travelling stock. Every 50 or
100 miles, I understand, the stock is run
under a water shower. T[he water pours
down upon the beasts and kees them and
the trucks cool until they reach the next
shower. I1 understand that this procedure
saves the stock, and prevents the qualit 'y
from depreciating in a manner that must be
seen to bie understood. It would be a diffi-
cult problem to institute that kind of thing
on ouir railways becanse of the water short-
ag'te. I would not complain so much if I
thought the passage of stock from the Mutr-
ehison could be expedited. It is cruel and
callous to keen) stock so long in the train
between the railhead] and the salcyards. The
delayvs are excessive. I understand they are
due to one or two grades on the Mfeekatharra
side of ML"lewa or Yalgon, and that, if
these were adjusted, the trains could get
throuli1 miore easily. It is on this account
that ftere are delays in the transit of live-
stock. It is a dreadful thing to see the beasts
packed like sardines in trucks for as long
.as 55 hours without a break. It cannot be
avoided in the circumstances, unless more
expeni-e is inicurred by the Railway Depart-
ment. T suggest that the Government, in-
stead of gi' in further concessions to the
farming community, should put on another
engine to the stock trains from the Mur-

chison, and give a concession to the people
whose cause 1 am espousing in the form of
quicker transit for their stock.

Mrl. J. H. Smnithi: The Minister has that
in his own hands.

Air. M-ABSI{ALL: I know that. It is
pleasing to be able to say that from the
gold mining point of view my district was
never more promising. Wiluina, is the hope
of the gold mining industry. Mt. Vernon,
SO miles east of Wviluna, is also a very prom-
ising district. That belt has been opened up
for 41/ mniles, and recent crushings are of
fair value, and some are very high. The
district around Cole's Find, 11 miles from
Wiluna, is also promising. The prospect
of the dUstriet from the mining jpoint of
view, and Peak Hill from the point of view
of the development of the manganese de-
posits there, and the possibilities of MXeela-
thaiva; generally were never better. The
pastoral season baa been good. Unafortun-
ately the droughtb depleted the Tanks of
stock and settlers have somewhat suffered,
but the season is now good again. I have
one parochial grievance and that -refers to
the mines at Afeekatharra. By depuitation
the local r-eople requzested the Government
to favonirably consider a proposal for a
reduction in the price of water. After three
months' negotiation between the Mines De-
partment and the Public Works Diepart-
ment I received the following letter-

On the 11th May you introduced a6 deputation
to MT. Cunningham with reference to the price
the department wae charging the Ingliston Con.
sofa Gold Mining Co. for water. I am now directed
by Mir. Cunningham to inform you that he regrets
being unable to agree to a reduction in the prices
charged. The reduction in the price of water
supplied from the goldfields water scheme was made
in order to decrease the working expenses, and so
prolong the working life of the mines, but although
the price was reduced to the industry, the Mines
Department from its vote, development of mining,
paid to the Water Supply Department the dif-
ference between the price the department received
from the companies and the original price. The
Mines Department decliaed to grant a subsidy in
order to reduce the cost of water in the ease of the
Ingliston Consols Co. In any case, a reduction
in the cost of water would make practically no
difference in the cost of working this mine, seeing
that the amount involved would only be about
£100 per annum.
From time to lime when ap)roaching MKinis-
ters for certain concessions to do with min-
ing, the arganient has always been used, "I
cannot do that, because I may establish a
precedent that will recoil on us.'1 I admit
that inno-ations on matters of policy do
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leave a precedent for others to follow. The
JnglIiston Consols gold mine at Meckatharra
is struggling. It does show a profit and
always has done, but only as a result of
scratchin and scraping by those who are
managing it. Every shareholder of the com-
pany is a local man, and most of them are
the pioneer prospectors of the mine.
They have their families there, and all their
interests arc centred there. That particular
syndicate, however, could not get the eon-
cession in question. Kalgoorlie mines could
get the concession, and did get it. From
a recent "West Australian" I learnt that one
particular mine, the shareholders of which
arc foreign to this country, and which has
secured the concession, has taken profits
made in this State and expended them in
Brazil and Alaska. If local syndicates and
companies cannot get the concession, that is
the end of it, and I do not complain. How-
ever, 1 always understood that the concession
was given to the mines on the Golden Mile
for the reason that the water scheme had
paid for itself and that no further liability
attached to the taxpayers of this country.
Until I read the ease prepared by Mr. Kee-
nan, K.C., for submission to the Federal Dis-
abilities Royal Commission, I thought that
was the fact. However, from Mr. Keenan's
s-tatement I learn that the scheme is a burden
on 'Western Australian taxpayers. Mr.
Keenan states-

Before the fa&l dealt with above took place, the
returns from the scheme were sufficient to pay
interest on the capital moneys involved and all
working coats, although they never reached a sum
which would allow of appropriation of profits
to provide a sinking fund. The figures given above,
therefore, represent the actual loss which the
State had to provide for olut of general Con.
solidated Revenue.

Stilt, it would not be right for me to attack
the Government for having refused that con-
cession to the Consols Mine. All I have
said. I have said with good feeling. Never-
theless, the mine in question is one of the
best worked mines in the State, pays the
highest rate of wages, and is most consider-
ate to its employees. On those grounds T
thought the mine might he entitled to the
same concession as that ranted to a foreign
company which takes its profits out of the
State. I congratulate the Government on
their appointment of Mr. Kingsley Thomas
to inquire into the mining industry. Al-
though I do not agree with everything stated
by that gentleman, T regard his report as
the most valuable document placed before

this State by any Royal Commission during
the four years I have been a member of this
Chamber. 1 may add that Mr. Keenan's
statement is likewise of the utmost value.
However, the report of Mr. Kingsley Thomas
appeals to me most of all, It is a report
that has been long overdue, and I appreciate
it especially on account of the solid matter
it contains, If all Royal Commissions pro-
duced the same good results, they would not
he so much ridiculed as some of them have
been during the last evening or two by hon.
members opposite. I thank the Government
for the very favourable consideration they
have given to proposals I have put forward
on behalf of my electors. I cannot say that
I g-ot within measurable distance of all I
wanted, bitt from the debate in this Chamber
I have gathered that all members have suf-
fered in a like manner. So long as I do
not receive worse treatment than other main-
betrs, I shiall not complain. I congratulate
the Government upon the achievements of,
their first year of office, and hope that their
successful administration will continue for
the best interests of the State.

On motion by MrI. Davy, debate adjourned.

RESOLUTION-MINING INDUSTRY,
GOLD BONUS.

Council's Message.

Message received from the Council request-
ing the concurrence of the Assembly in the
following resoluntion :-"That as compensa-
tion for the disabilities suffered by gold min-
ing through Federal action, this Chamber
is of opinion that the Commonwealth should
assist the industry by the payment of a gold
bonlus."

On Motion by Mr. Liunbert, consideration
of the Council's message made an Order of
the Day for the nest sitting of the House.

House adjourned at 10.6 p.m.
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